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Want to learn how to start a blog? 


If you're looking for a free, easy and step-by-step guide to follow on how 
to start a blog, then you've come to the right place. I’m here to help guide 


you through this. 


You'll learn how to start a blog today in 8 easy steps that'll take you 


about 10 to 15 minutes to start blogging now. 


Y I've divided this guide into concise sections that'll walk you through 
the process of starting a blog today and getting your first post published 


here today. So, how do you start a blog? 
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Fear not, starting a blog will be easy even if you have no technical 
experience—and l'm here to guide you through every step of the way. In 
about ten minutes from now, you'll have a brand new blog to call your 


own. 


One of the best career choices I've ever made was to learn how to start a 


blog (my blog ryrob.com). 


My decision to learn how to start a blog and begin making money from it 
(on the side of my full-time job), is what led me to build a six-figure 
freelance writing business and become self-employed. And today, we're 
going to walk through my easy to follow step-by-step instructions to 


starting a blog. 


In this free guide for beginners, I'm going to show you everything you 
need to know when it comes to learning how to start a blog and 


eventually profit from it. But first... 
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What is a blog? 


A blog is a regularly updated website where new content is frequently 
published, typically written in an informal or conversational style—often 
with the goal of attracting readers and generating an online income. In 
this guide, we're talking about both how to start a blog and make money 


from it. 


Should you start a blog? 


Today, starting a blog is by far one of the easiest, most accessible ways 
to launch your own business and earn an income online (from anywhere 
in the world). The best part? You don't need to be a professional writer in 
order to start a blog—because people who read blogs crave the more 


relatable, conversational tone of a blogger. 


You don't need any credentials, years of experience in your field, or 


school degrees in order to start a blog and become successful with it. 


You can truly start a blog regardless of your age, location and experience 
level. If you have any of these goals for yourself, then you should highly 


consider starting a blog: 
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e Making money online. As we approach 2020, millions of people 
around the world are turning to making money from home—rather 
than pursuing a traditional 9-to-5 job. Blogging can be one of the 
most profitable online businesses with very low costs, if you do it 
the right way. And the best part is, the handful of hours you put into 
writing a blog post today can make money for you long into the 
future. We're talking a lot more about how to blog and make money 
later on in this guide. You don't need to blog full-time either. Even 
part-time bloggers can earn well into the six-figures from their blogs 
each year, like I’ve done for many years. 


e Growing a business or personal brand. If you already have a 
business you're hoping to grow, then starting a blog is hands down 
the best way to attract more customers online, or even to your 
Storefront without spending a dime on advertising. I’ve helped 
dozens of small business owners write blog content that brings 
hundreds of new readers (potential customers) to their websites 
every day. And if you want to elevate your personal brand to one 
day land a book deal, become a paid speaker or consultant, 
blogging is an excellent way to display your leadership in your field. 
Once you start blogging to grow your business or personal brand, 
you'll never want to go back. 
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e Telling your story. One of the most purposeful reasons to start a 
blog is to share what you've learned with the world. If you've built a 
useful skill, accumulated experience at a job or mastered a 
particular craft, then others out there who are just starting out can 
benefit greatly from the advice you have to offer. A blog is the 
perfect place to share everything from your own personal journey 
through life, to documenting your daily activities, shedding light on 
life updates or offering career insights to others. 


So, if you're ready to take a leap and learn how to start a blog that can 
eventually make a meaningful amount of online income, let's get into 


this simple, step-by-step tutorial for new bloggers. 


Disclosure: Please note that some of the links below are affiliate links 
and at no additional cost to you, | may earn a commission. When you 
purchase hosting using my Bluehost affiliate link, they compensate me, 
which helps make this ultimate guide free of charge to you. Know that | 
only recommend products and services I've personally used and stand 


behind. 


Now, let's dive into the first step of how to start a blog for beginners. 
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1. Pick your blog’s name 


First, it’s time to pick a name for your new blog. We'll also select the 
blogging platform and web hosting you'll be using and in order to get 


your blog online. 


The combination of blogging platform & web hosting | personally use 
(and that most other bloggers use) is a WordPress blog, hosted by 
Bluehost. WordPress is a publishing platform that’s been around since 
2003 and now powers more than 60% of all blogs on the Internet. And 
Bluehost is one of the longest established companies in the blog hosting 
industry. This combination is what we'll be using to start blogging with in 


this guide. 


Disclosure: Please note that when you purchase hosting using my 
Bluehost affiliate link, they compensate me, which helps me make this 
free guide to starting a blog, well free of charge to you. Know that | also 
use Bluehost hosting, and | would never recommend a product, tool or 


service | don't personally use & advocate for © 


So, let's get started with choosing your blog's name. 
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green “Get Started Now” button 


Ddiuenost 


The Best Web Hosting 


* FREE Domain Name for 1st Year 
- FREE SSL Certificate Included 
+ 1-Click WordPress Install 


+ 24/7 Support 


Starting at $499 $2.95/month* 


Get Started 


* Special intro ojJer and 30-day money-back guarantee 


Choose your plan 


Next, you'll select a hosting plan. Remember, web hosting is the service 


that actually gets your blog online and keeps it live on the Internet. 


Personally, | recommend choosing the Choice Plus plan (which | use)— 


because it comes with Domain Privacy, which will protect your personal 


information (your full name, email address, phone number and home 


address) from being published anywhere online. Instead, Bluehost will 


guard that information on your behalf. 
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Choosing your plan will look like this right here. Just click the green 
“Select” button on your plan of choice: 


select your plan 


Best value plan! 


choice plus p 
basc emes] 


eerily $759 coer S33 
$2957, $5.45... 


Go PRO 


Only $1 395 


Everything in cur Ch 


Croce 
lus a high porfoemance server and 
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As | said above, | recommend choosing the Choice Plus plan, so that 
you're getting the Domain Privacy feature that'll protect your personal 
information online, but any of these plans will do as you're starting your 
blog—and you can add the domain privacy in later during the checkout 


process for around $1/mo. 


Pick your blog’s domain name 


Next, you'll get to the page where it’s time to choose the domain name 


for your blog: 


Tha shee u for roe ee You have made the r wes ee ree pcling us wea psting and el wider. 
We keha excellent customer servic able hardware and affon apa rae ppreca Scr PE ES ard to 
a gea pains p 
new domain i have a domain name 
Help me get my froo domal lwant to grup with my oosting doman 
r Z Cc 
Type your doman rume above Type your doman name above 


Once you get to this step in the checkout process, just type in the name 
of the domain name that you'd like your blog to have (mine is 


ryrob.com). 
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If your domain name of choice isn't available, you can either try another 
option that comes to mind—or (what | recommend) select the option 

to choose your domain name later after getting the rest of your account 
Squared away and taking a little more time to think the name through. 
Plus, later in this free guide to start blogging, we talk more about how to 


choose the right name for your blog if you’re not yet decided. 


Here's where you can click to choose your domain later (it’s a popup that 
will appear if you hover on this page for long enough or move your 


mouse up toward the top of the page): 


Can't decide ona 
domain name? 


Choose later! Sign up now and 
receive a FREE domain credit - an 
$11.99 value! 


After either choosing your domain name or opting to select it later, you'll 


be taken to the final step in the sign up process—creating your account. 
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Create your Bluehost account 


Start by filling in your account details like your name, email address (it’s 
Super important to use an up-to-date email address because this is 
where your login details and account information will be sent) and 
address. If you don't want to enter your information manually, you can 


connect your Bluehost account with your Google account. Either works! 
#2 bluehost 


create your account 


Use Google Single Sign-On to make creating your account even easier. 


F eno 


The domain letstraveltheglobe.com is available! 


account information 


All fields are required unless otherwise noted. 
First Name Í ) 


Last Name [ ) 


(optional) Business Name í ] 


Country (mae a 
Street Address [ 


City [ 
State Please select a state $ 


ZIPCoes [sd 
Phone Number [(123) 456-7890 č JEt[ ) 


Use an international number 


“Email Address 


"Your receipt will be sent to this address. 
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Select the right hosting package 


This is where you'll choose an account plan based on the price you want 


to lock in and how far in advance you'll pay. 


package information 


Prime 12 Month Price - $7.45/mo. 
Prime 24 Month Price - $6.95/mo. 


Account Plan 
Hosting Price 

Primary Domain Registration Free 
Lets Encrypt SSL Free - terms 


Prime 60 Month Price - $5.45/mo. 


Note that Bluehost only offers options for you to pay 1, 2, 3 or 5 years 
upfront. They don't offer a monthly payment option (because most 
hosting companies that do offer monthly payments tend to charge a lot 
more). Even still, with whichever plan you choose, the price works out to 


be a good deal for starting your own blog and getting it online today. 


Which pricing plan is best to start a blog with? 


Personally, | recommend choosing the “Prime 36 Month Price” if you 
want to lock in the lowest possible price for your hosting. That's what | 
use. And it secures your blog hosting at their lowest rate (and gets you 
domain privacy) for the next 3 years. And because this low pricing for 
new customers only applies to the first payment you make, if you were 


to choose the 1-year plan, your pricing may go up after that first year. 
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That's why if you choose the 36-month plan, your pricing will be locked 
in at this rate for 3 years. For that reason, | recommend going with the 


longest duration plan that your budget can spring for. 
Choosing the right package extras (skip all but one) 


package extras 


Domain Privacy Protection Free 
More information 
SiteLock Security - Find C - $199 per month (Billed annually at $2388/yr) 
More information 
Codeguard Basic Free 
More information 
Bluehost SEO Tools Start + - $199 per month (Billed annually at $2388/yr) 
More information 
Office 365 Email Essentials [© - $299 per month 
More information 
Savings $343.44 (63% off) 
Total $196.20 


| highly recommend keeping the Domain Privacy Protection extra, but 
you can get away with skipping the rest. Later on in this guide to start a 
blog, I'll show you the many free and cheap plugins & tools you can use 


for things like SEO optimization, rendering most of these package extras 


not necessary. 
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As | mentioned earlier though, having the domain privacy extra keeps all 
of your personal contact information (your name, email, phone number 
and address) private. Now, if you chose the Choice Plus Plan on the 
previous screen, then your Domain Privacy Protection will be listed as 


“Free” just like this screenshot above shows—it's included in that plan. 


If you chose a Basic or Plus Plan, then you'll want to check the box to 


add Domain Privacy Protection to your order for around $1/mo. 


The total you'll now see is the amount you're going to pay today. 
Remember though, you won't have to pay again for 1, 2, 3 or 5 years 
depending on the package you chose. Plus, there’s a 30-day money back 


guarantee in case things don't go as planned with your blog. 


Enter your billing information 


payment information 


Pay by credit card, or see more payment options 


Credit Card Number 
wie 


Signature/CVWV2 Code [| 
Expiration Date / 


Provide code for instant verification. Example. 


Introductory prices apply to the first term. Money-back guarantee applies to hosting and domain privacy, All plans and products 
automatically renew unless you cancel The renewal will be for the same term length and at the regular rates reflected in your 
Control Panel The payment method you provide today, or we have on file, will be used for renewals, unless you change it or 
cancel. You may cancel at any time by logging into your account online or by calling customer support at +1 855 984 4546, 


[E] rs and eto Butosts Terms or Serve and Cancelation Poe nd anon receipt or the Pry Ply 
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Now you'll input your billing information, check the box that you agree to 


Bluehost’s Terms of Service and then hit the green “Submit” button! 
Wool! It’s time for a mini celebration © 
You've officially completed the first major step of how to start a blog. 


With the initial signup process complete, it’s time to move into the next 


Stage of getting your blog fully setup and optimized. 


—> Click here to head over to Bluehost and register 
your domain if you haven't already. 


On the next page, you'll be guided step-by-step through the process of 
getting WordPress installed on your blog through Bluehost—and later on 
in this guide, I've got a ton of helpful tips for optimizing your blog, free 
and cheap plugins you can install to help get your blog looking great, 


and more. 


How to pick the right name for your blog 


| get a lot of questions from readers about how to name a blog the right 


way, so | wanted to touch on that a little more here. 
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If you're not yet sure about what to name your blog, fear not. When you 
get started with a hosting company like Bluehost, they'll let you choose 
the domain name later. As | said above, if you don’t immediately see the 
domain name you want available, don’t get hung up—just select their 
option to choose it later after getting everything else set up (remember, 


execution is what you're here for, not perfection). 


But because this is one of the most frequently asked questions | get 
from readers who are learning how to start a blog, let's dig into this fora 


moment... 


Now, while the name you choose is one of the more important parts of 
setting up your blog, remember that it’s something you can always 
change in the future—so don't let this step hold you back. Just choose 
something that’s close to the topics you're planning to blog about, or you 
can even grab yourname.com or yournickname.com (like I've done with 


my blog here, ryrob.com) and let's keep moving. 


Your blog name is the first thing people see when you show up in search 
results and can often tell them about who you are, what you're writing 


about, and even your personality. 
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Like | said, there are tons of ways to come up with a name for your blog 
(you can even use your own name—or a nickname like me ©). So let's 
run through a few fun exercises to help you pick a name while you're 


learning how to start a blog. 


First, dig deep into your niche and uncover why you 
decided to start a blog 


After learning , the first thing you want 


to do is get familiar with other people in your industry (if you're not 


already). 
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For example, if you want to start a blog about hiking and you live in the 
State of California... one name you might consider for your blog could be 
letshikecalifornia.com (what | chose for my 30 day business idea 


validation challenge). 


Check out the other blogs in your niche and pay special attention to how 


they name and brand themselves. 


Is there anything you can learn from, play off of, or subvert? Don't just 
think about the biggest bloggers in your niche, but look for fresh 


inspiration and things that stand out to you. 


You can even get a little outside your niche and look for words that some 
of your favorite companies use. | like to call this looking for “good 
words.” What words keep popping up that you’re drawn to? Make a list of 


these. 


Next, identify the message you want to deliver by 
choosing to start a blog 


You're learning how to start a blog for a reason, and a powerful name for 
your blog may be sitting at the core of your desire. Go back to your list 
from picking a blog niche and start to dig into what represents the core 


message you're trying to communicate. As Nate Weiner, founder of 
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‘The first question to ask yourself is why do you want to rebrand? What 
does your company and product mean? Where do you want to take it 


into the future? Does your existing or new name let you do that?” 


This might feel like a big question, but don't let it paralyze you. A great 
name has meaning, but there are plenty of good ones that are just plain 


fun and memorable. 


Now, put yourself in your reader's shoes 


You've laid some good groundwork, but now it’s time to get serious. 
Think about your future blog's general topic area and who your ideal 
reader is. What do they want to read? What's going to grab their 


attention? What's going to tell them they have to read your blog? 


Start with a list of everything you want your blog to be about. Go deep. 


There are no bad ideas here. 


Once you've got a massive list, start to look for connections and 


combinations that might work. Try to keep them simple and memorable. 


Some great blog name examples are: 


e Art of Manliness 


e Smart Passive Income 
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e Epicurious 
e The Huffington Post 


e Learn to Code with Me 


Finally, say the name of your blog out loud and tell it to 
others 


It's easy to get wrapped up in some fun wordplay when it comes to 


picking a blog name. 


But it still needs to be easy enough that people will remember it and be 
able to tell their friends about you. To practice, say the name out loud 
and to friends and family. What do they think about it? What emotions 


does it bring up for them? 


They might not be your ideal reader, but they can still give you a good 


outsider’s perspective either way. 


And if you're still struggling to come up with a novel name for your blog, 
try one of these domain name generators that can help come up with 


some more creative ideas for naming your blog today. 


If You Haven't Registered Your Domain Yet, it’s Time. 
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Take 30 seconds right now to get your domain name and hosting with 
Bluehost, the most reliable blog hosting provider I've used with several 


websites over the years. 


Ready to register your domain name and set up blog 
hosting? 
| made this quick video tutorial to walk you step-by-step through the 


entire process in just a few minutes: 


Disclosure: Please note that when you purchase hosting using my 

Bluehost affiliate link, they compensate me, which helps me make this 
ultimate guide to starting a blog free of charge to you. Know that | also 
use Bluehost hosting, and | would never recommend a product, tool or 


service | don't personally use & advocate for © 


| know first-hand that learning how to start a blog can be a massive 


undertaking. 


And if you need a little more detailed guidance, | put together a free 
master course for you to take that spreads all of this work out into a 
series of action-packed lessons and goes into even more granular detail 


than this tutorial. 
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While the first crucial step to getting your blog started today is 
registering your domain name and setting up hosting (get your domain 
and hosting right here from Bluehost), my free course breaks the entire 
process of starting a blog and actually growing it, down into an 
incredibly simple 7-day process for going from zero to publishing (and 
promoting) your first blog post in less than 1 week. | can't recommend it 


enough. 


So let's pause right here, grab your domain and hosting on Bluehost, 


then come back and let's get back to business! 
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2. Get your blog online (web 
hosting) 


Disclosure: Please note that when you purchase hosting using 

, they compensate me, which helps me make this 
ultimate guide to starting a blog free of charge to you. Know that | also 
use Bluehost hosting, and | would never recommend a product, tool or 


service | don't personally use & advocate for. 
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The last in the setup stage of learning how to start a blog is actually 
getting your blog online. That's what hosting companies (like Bluehost) 


will do for you. 


If you've followed along and completed step #1 exactly as | showed you, 
then you'll already have web hosting set up for your blog. You can jump 


straight down to step #3 and continue with this tutorial. 


However, if you want to go with a web hosting provider other than 
Bluehost to secure your blog's name & domain, you'll till need to set that 


up before moving forward. 


Again, | don’t want this to feel overwhelming, so let's get the basics out of 


the way: 


What is web hosting? 


| touched on this a bit in step #1 above, but to make your website 
accessible to other people on the Internet, you need a “host.” The host 
keeps all your website files safe, secure and makes sure that people can 


access your blog when they click on a link or type in your URL. 
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| use and recommend Bluehost to every blogger, because it acts as a 
one-stop shop for great (affordable) web hosting and quick & easy 
registration of your domain name in one swoop. And if you already 
followed everything in step #1 above, then you've got Bluehost set up to 


be your web hosting provider so no need to worry © 


As | said, if you've already completed the first step above and gotten 
setup with Bluehost—then you can skip this step! You've already got 


your domain name and hosting squared away. 


Think of web hosting like being your home. When someone comes over 
(types in your URL), they'll be able to see all the things you've been 
keeping inside. Yes, it comes at a cost you don't have if you're on one of 
the free blogging platforms, but having a proper website host is one of 


the most important investments in starting a successful blog. 


What are the best web hosting services to use? 


There are several great web hosting services out there for your blog. 


Regardless of who you choose, what you should be looking for in a web 


hosting company is: 
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e Speed 


e Features 


e Security 


e Support 


e Track record 


The service I've found that best checks all of these boxes (and more) for 
new bloggers is Bluehost. Yes, | know I've mentioned them several times 
as my web hosting company of choice already in this guide, and that’s 


for very good reason. 


For one, Bluehost offers a simple 1-click WordPress install, which makes 
Starting a self-hosted WordPress blog super easy. It also comes with a 
free domain name (if your desired URL is available) and offers 24/7 
Support to answer all of your questions and help with troubleshooting 


(which is fantastic when your're just getting started). 
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The Best Web Hosting 


+ FREE Domain Name for 1st Year 


- FREE SSL Certificate Included 
* 1-Click WordPress Install 


+ 24/7 Support 


Starting at $499 $2.95/month* 


Get Started 


* Special intro oyfer and 30-day money-back guarantee 


If you're committed to learning how to start a blog that can eventually 
make money (the way | recommend you doing it), nothing gives you the 
security, features, and peace of mind that your blog will be up when you 


need it to be like Bluehost does. 


That being said, there are a other web hosting providers worth 


considering for new bloggers: 


The 2 best alternative blog hosting platforms worth 
considering 
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e Dreamhost — I've hosted literally dozens of websites on Dreamhost 
over the years (and | still do). All similar features like 1-click 
WordPress install, free SSL certificate and site security aside, one of 
the biggest pros of going with Dreamhost compared to other 
hosting companies, is that they offer a true pay-per-month plan that 
allows you to pay for the cost of your blog hosting each month with 
no strings attached. Here are a few other web hosting companies 
that also offer monthly payment plans. 


e Namecheap — The thing that sets Namecheap apart from other 
hosting companies, is their domain marketplace. You can still 
register a brand new domain name with them, but if you'll also find 
thousands of domain names that have already been registered and 
are now for sale—often a good way to acquire a site that has some 
existing domain authority to jump start your ability to rank content 


in search engines. 


If you still want to evaluate more of the top blog hosting providers, then 
head on over to my breakdown of the ten best web hosting plans for 


bloggers this year. 


Now we're at the point in this guide where everything from here on out 
will be built upon the assumption that you've already registered your 
domain name and chosen the right hosting plan—so if you haven't done 


So already, take just a few minutes to quickly get set up on Bluehost. 
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Quickly Grab Your Domain Name and Hosting Today 


Get your domain name and hosting with Bluehost, the most reliable blog 


hosting provider I've used over the years. 
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3. Design your blog with a free 
WordPress theme 


Ww 


Now that you've gotten through the first phase, it’s time to get into the 


fun part of how to start a blog. 


Designing your WordPress blog is when you might start to feel a little 
friction with the process of starting a blog (if you've never done this 


before), but | promise this won't get too technical. 
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Plus... the last thing | want is for the very minor technical side of starting 
a blog to derail your progress today. That's why, in my free course How 
to Build a Blog in 7 Days, | break this technical setup process down into 


an even more actionable, step-by-step checklist for you. 


If you want to start a blog and make money from it, 
WordPress is your only smart option. 


Let's quickly get some basic terminology out of the way first, so you 


understand why WordPress is the right platform to run your blog on. 


What is a CMS? 


A Content Management System (or CMS) is where you'll be writing, 
designing, and publishing your blog posts. A good CMS (like WordPress) 
is easy to use, let’s you organize your content, upload images and videos, 
and have control over how your entire blog looks using themes or 


custom design elements. 


The most popular CMS you've most likely heard of is WordPress, which is 
what I use here on my blog. In fact, the latest blogging statistics show 
that over 60% of all blogs run on this CMS, including the websites for 
Forbes, New York Observer, TED, Thought Catalog, TechCrunch, NBC and 


others. 


How to Start a Blog in 2020: 8 Easy Steps to Start Blogging (Free) 


a2 


How to Start a Blog in 2020 (and Make Money): 


Free Easy Guide to Start Blogging Today 


Should I start a blog on WordPress? And is WordPress 
free? 


Of course, there are other CMS options you can look at, such as 
Squarespace, Ghost, and Wix when learning how to start a blog. 
However, I strongly recommend setting up a self-hosted WordPress site 
for your blog as it’s the most sustainable, long-term solution—and really 
the only option worth considering if you're starting a blog with the 
eventual goal of making money from your website in some way, shape 


or form. 


Since | learned how to start a blog, I've been running my blog on 
WordPress (hosted with Bluehost for the first few years) and | couldn't be 
happier with the amount of flexibility, control and long-term growth 


potential | have over my blog. 


Now, one thing you need to be careful of is that WordPress comes in two 
very different platforms. WordPress.com and WordPress.org. They have 
almost the same name, but there are very big differences between the 


two: 
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Limited theme options Full theme customization 
No plugins All plugins allowed 

Limited free storage Storage varies by host 

Pay to remove ads Run your own ads (or don’t) 


Little or no technical control Full control over database and files 


WordPress.com: 


e ls free to use (with heavy restrictions) 


e Doesn't let you pick a custom domain name (i.e. 19 
yoursite.wordpress.com) 


e Has very limited monetization options (you can't sell your own ads) 
e Doesn't let you upload plugins (for email capture and other things) 
e Has limited theme support so you're stuck with very basic designs 


e You have to pay to remove WordPress branding and get your own 
domain like yoursite.com 


e Limited SEO and analytics 
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WordPress.org: 


Fully customizable design, unlimited plugin options, and no branding 
Total control over your own monetization efforts 

Powerful SEO features (so people can find your site easier) 

Let's you start or add an eCommerce store or membership site 


Small monthly fee (from the web hosting company you choose to 


host your blog) 


While the choice is yours, if you want to take full advantage of your blog, 


be able to have it grow with you, and eventually make money from it, 


WordPress.org is the way to go when learning how to start a blog (and 


the process you've followed up to this point). It's the CMS of choice that'll 


sit in the background and power your blog. 


Plus, with affordable hosting plans from providers | trust like Bluehost, 


you can be up and running with WordPress installed and powering your 


site in a matter of just a few minutes using their one-click WordPress 


installation after signing up. 
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Disclosure: Please note that when you purchase hosting using my 

Bluehost affiliate link, they compensate me, which helps me make this 
ultimate guide to starting a blog free of charge to you. Know that | also 
use Bluehost hosting, and | would never recommend a product, tool or 


service | don't personally use & advocate for © 


How to configure WordPress (and publish your first 
blog post) 


Here's a step-by-step video walkthrough of how to install WordPress on 
your new blog and configure the right settings. We also cover publishing 


your first post: 


Naturally in this video, we won't cover everything about WordPress, but 


remember that these are the basics you need to accomplish first. 


Spend time familiarizing yourself with the backend of your blog. Explore, 
test things out. You'll develop a much deeper understanding of how 
WordPress works and which things you can quickly change about your 


site's appearance. This is when the fun really begins! 


Why design is so important when learning how to start 
a blog 


Even if you don't really care about design, your readers do. 
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In a 2012 study from Google and the University of Basel, researchers 
found that users judge a website’s aesthetic beauty and perceived 
functionality in 1/20th - 1/50th of a second. Plus, thanks to a little 
psychological bias called the Halo Effect, we extend that judgement to all 


parts of your blog. 


What this means is that in less time than it takes to snap their fingers, a 


reader has decided whether or not to trust your blog. 


Good design builds trust. It tells people that you care enough about your 
blog to make it look nice. This doesn’t mean you need crazy animations 
or tons of fonts and colors. In fact, the best designs are simple, clear, 


and easy to read. 


Real quick before we dive deep into blog design, | wanted to drop ina 
few links to a handful of common blogging FAQs I'm often asked. So, if 
you've got one of these questions when it comes to learning how to 
create a blog, you can click on them and jump straight down to my 


answers at the end of this guide: 


e How do bloggers get paid? 

e How much does it cost to start a blog? 
e Is blogging still relevant in 2020? 

e Why should I start a blog? 
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Alright now, let's move into learning how to design a blog (the right way). 


Choosing the best (free) WordPress theme for your 
blog 


Like | said in the video above, | don’t necessarily recommend buying a 
paid WordPress theme like the one | use here (OptimizePress) as a new 
blogger, until you have some traffic and are generating at least a little 
income from your blog. While OptimizePress is an incredible theme, 
diving into something like that at this stage will be a distraction from 


your most important priority of actually bringing readers to your blog. 


WordPress comes with a ton of free themes to choose from, so start 
with one of the options you like in Appearance > Themes > Add New 
Theme > Popular without spending much time on this for now. You can 


always come back and change it later. 


| recommend going with the free Elementor Page Builder. Once you 
download the free version of Elementor, you'll get their (amazing) 


detailed instructions on how to install & optimize the theme too: 
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g Features v Pricing Resources v Help Center ~ Blog My Account 
Join 2,000,000+ Professionals Who Build Better Sites With Elementor 


The World's Leading 
WordPress Page Builder 


| like Elementor so much because it's super crisp, clean, simple and will 
get you to a good Starting point without needing to invest in a paid 


theme as you just start blogging. 


Plus, as your new blog begins to grow, Elementor's upgrade options that 
unlock more widgets, templates and design resources—is seriously as 
good as it gets when it comes to the best WordPress themes on the 


market today. 


How to evaluate other WordPress themes for your blog 
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Picking a theme for your WordPress blog can be a lot of fun. But it can 
also take up a ton of time that you could otherwise be using to write and 
promote your posts (and thus getting to your first blog income faster). 
Here are my recommendations of the 25 Best WordPress Themes for 


Bloggers. 


There are so many themes to check out, that it’s easy to get swept away 


by the ones that look awesome, but might not be functionally great. 


Remember, design isn’t just about how your blog looks. It’s about how it 


works. And the easier it is to navigate and read, the better. 


Here are a few suggestions of what to look for when evaluating 


WordPress themes: 


e Keep it simple: At the end of the day, the goal of starting a blog is to 
share content that can be easily consumed (read, watched, experienced). 
And unfortunately, a lot of fancy blog themes get in the way of that. Don’t 
get too drawn in by crazy looking WordPress themes that compromise 
on legibility and usability. If a theme looks good, but doesn’t help you 
Share your thoughts and engage with readers, its not a good theme. 
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e Responsiveness is a must: Responsiveness refers to themes that 
make sure your blog looks as good on a laptop, as it does on someone's 
Smartphone. Today, more and more people use their phones to read 
blogs and depending on your audience, that number could be 50% or 
higher (like mine is). Google also favors mobile-friendly websites and 
ranks them at the top of their organic search results. If you're not totally 
sure whether a theme is mobile friendly or not, copy and paste the URL 
of the theme's demo page into Google's page. (This 
test will almost always show some warnings. But major red flags to 
watch out for are text too small or content wider than screen.) 


e Does it work in different browsers? Your readers won't just be using 
different devices, but different browsers. Most theme developers 
rigorously test their themes across browsers, but sometimes mistakes 
Slip through. Try testing on a couple different browsers just to make 
sure. 


e Supported plugins: If you're using WordPress, the real power of your 
blog comes from plugins. These are “Add-ons” to your blog that give you 
extra functionality. Make sure the theme you're choosing supports all 
popular plugins. If you're unsure, ask the developer. 


e SEO friendliness: SEO, or search engine optimization, refers to how 
well Google and other search engines can find your information when 
people search for it. Some themes use bulky code that makes it difficult 
for search engines to read. And while no one expects you to inspect a 
theme's code you should see if the developer has said it is optimized for 
SEO. 


e Support: Problems happen. And when they do, you want to be able to 
ask for help. Lots of free theme developers won't offer support for their 
products. So that’s one thing to be aware of when making your choice. 
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e Ratings and reviews: Look for themes with a good track record. If the 
theme is sold on a third-party marketplace you should be able to see 
reviews no problem. For free WordPress theme, you'll see the ratings 
just below the download button. 


With all of this in mind, my recommendation is to use Elementor as your 
WordPress theme of choice, as it'll be the best theme for new bloggers 


to learn on. 


Once you've settled on the right theme for your WordPress blog, it's time 
to dive into the world of WordPress plugins, to help unlock even more 
customizations and must-do prep work in order to give your blog a 


strong chance of developing into a full on business. 


10 Essential blog plugins you need to install in 
WordPress today 


WordPress plugins are an absolutely crucial part of designing your blog 


and warrant a bit more of a deep dive. 


Plugins let you add all sorts of features, like email capturing, nailing your 
blog SEO (Search Engine Optimization), observing your website analytics, 


optimizing your images, increasing your page load speed and more. 
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The only problem is that, like themes, there are literally thousands of 
plugins and blogging tools to choose from. And if you add too many (or 


poorly built ones) to your blog, it can weigh your site down and make it 


run slowly. 


To help you cut through all the noise... these are the 10 must-have 
WordPress plugins to install on day one when you start a blog. This does 
assume you've chosen to learn how to make a website with WordPress, 
and remember that some plugins will make more or less sense 


depending upon the type of blog you want to build: 


1. Yoast SEO or Rank Math SEO 


Yoast SEO 


a 


@ Needhelp? v Hr Go Premium 
| (3) @ Readability @ Keyword: making sense of c... + Add keyword 
< ® Snippet preview o 


to] Side Project to $130,000/mo: Making Sense of Cents, Michelle Schroeder 
https://www.ryrob.com/making-sense-of-cents-michelle-schroeder/ v 
In today's episode, we're hearing from Making Sense of Cents founder and blogger, Michelle 
Schroeder about her journey from side project to $130,000/mo. 


0 E] 8 Edit snippet 


SEO title 
Side Project to $130,000/mo: Making Sense of Cents, Michelle Schroeder 
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The more people that can find your content, the better your blog will do. 
The Yoast WordPress plugin helps you to optimize your blog post titles, 
descriptions, content length and other elements across your entire blog 


So that you can be found easier by search engines. 


The Rank Math WordPress SEO plugin is a popular alternative to Yoast 
and also offers similar functionality, but goes much bit deeper in terms 
of SEO suggestions for better readability of your blog content, and the 
ability to add any of up to 14 types of Schema (structured data) to your 
blog posts and website pages—giving you a better chance of landing a 


coveted featured snippet ranking. 


2. OptinMonster If you're building an email list of readers, OptinMonster 
has a suite of tools to help you convert more readers into email 
Subscribers, especially with their exit-intent popups that catch visitors 
with a custom offer as they're about to leave your site. That makes this 


plugin a go-to resource for getting readers to join your email address. 


3. WPForms or Kaliforms. You'll want your readers to be able to get in 
touch with you easily, which | highly recommend—as it'll encourage 
other bloggers who want to collaborate with you an easy opportunity to 
reach out. Both Kaliforms and WPForms are easy-to-use plugins that 


allow you to drag & drop contact forms onto any page of your blog. 
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4. Social Snap or Sumo. Social shares, email captures, and more can be 
done with these WordPress plugins. Pretty much a no-brainer if you 


want to build and grow your blog. 


5. Monsterinsights. This is probably the best Google Analytics plugin for 
WordPress. Connect MonsterlInsights to your Google Analytics account 
(you can sign up for a free Google Analytics account right here) to find 
out who's coming to your site, how long they're sticking around, and 


what your most popular blog posts are. 


6. BackupBuddy. Again, sometimes things go wrong. It’s always smart to 


have a backup plugin that'll save all your hard work on a regular basis. 


7. WP Rocket. Faster websites rank better in Google and give your 
readers a better experience. WP Rocket is a plugin that caches your 
pages, reduces your file sizes, and does much more to ensure that your 


blog loads faster for everyone. 


8. MaxCDN. Speaking of speed, MaxCDN makes images and other static 
elements of your blog load faster as well, earning this plugin top marks 


to consider as a complement to WP Rocket. 
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9. MemberPress. If you want to build a gated community around your 
blog content, there’s nothing easier than using the MemberPress plugin. 
You can create subscriptions, restrict content, and set up payment 


options. 


10. Insert Headers and Footers. Sometimes to edit your theme, you'll 
have to add code snippets to your header or footer (it’s not as scary as it 
sounds). However, doing it in the code of your theme can cause issues. 


This plugin lets you add small snippets of code easily. 


Basic WordPress blog settings you want to become 
familiar with now. 


There are many different reasons for starting a blog and just as many 
unique goals you may want to accomplish with your site. Regardless, it 
pays to have a basic understanding of the broader aspects of how 
WordPress functions, so that you can control the visual appearance of 


your blog. 


Let's dig into a few of the bigger picture settings that you can find in your 


WordPress dashboard. 


Permalinks 
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We touched on this in the walkthrough video (above) when | customized 
the URL for the first blog post | published. And when you set up your 
WordPress blog using Bluehost, the permalink settings will already 
default optimized to publish new blog posts in the format of 


domain.com/post-name (like you saw in the video). 


If your permalink settings aren't already set to this format, it's important 
to change them right now. This'll help you rank better in search engines 


like Google, because your title's text will appear in each of your URLs. 


In your WordPress dashboard, hover over "Settings" and navigate to 
Settings > Permalinks to make this adjustment. It should look like this 


here: 


Settings 


General Numeric https: //www. ryrob.com/archives/123 


Writing 


Reading © Post name https: //www.ryrob.com/sample-post/ 


Discussion 


Media Custom Structure https://www.ryrob.com /%postname%/ 


Permalinks 


Available tags: 


You'll still be able to customize an article's URL before publishing in 
WordPress, but now you've got a default URL structure that's SEO- 
friendly. Check out my guide on how to make SEO-friendly permalinks 


for more. 
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Cleaning up your default site URL 


After your free Elementor WordPress theme is installed, you'll want to 


change the default URL of your website to include a "www" before your 


site URL. 


That'll bring you from a URL that looks like Attps://yourblogname.com 


over to a more visually appealing Attps://www.yourblogname.com. 


You can change this quickly by going to Settings > General and following 


this action: 


A Find the best side project ideas O 1 @ 


HE 
ses Bluehost 
Jetpack 


ò Dashboard 


Posts 

7] Media 
Pages 
Comments 


WPForms 


Appearance 


Plugins 


General Settings 


Site Title 


Tagine 


WordPress Address (URL) 


Site Address (URL) 


Email Address 


Membership 


Caching 


Find the best side project 


Side project ideas by Rye 


in a few words, explain what this site 


https: //gideprojecti 


https://sideprojectt 


@ Performance 


cess 


Nn Robinson 


6ecs .com 


ceas . com 


Enter the address here if yo 


you@exampie.com 


This address is used for ade 


become active until confir 


v Anyone can register 


med. 


f you change | 


All of the pages on your blog will now be redirected automatically to the 
www version, which looks much cleaner and tends to feel more 


trustworthy to readers. 


Setting your blog homepage 


As | recommend in the tutorial video above, my advice is to just set your 


homepage to be where your blog posts display (for now). 


O Â MoneyTak © 1 @ 2 + New FÅ WP Rocket 


Fo rva 


O) Media Reading Settings 


Wi Pages - 


Comments @ 
A static page (select below) 
OptimizePress 
Homepage: 
Appearance 
Posts page: 


& Plugins @ 


Users 


Tools 


Blog pages show at most 10 posts 


Syndication feeds show the 


10 items 
most recent 


For each article in a feed, © Fulltext 
show 
Summary 


You have the option of setting your homepage to be a static, custom 
designed page that can serve to capture email sign ups, sell a product, or 
otherwise in the future. But for now, stick with just a list of your recent 


blog posts. 
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If you're setting your homepage to be the blog, then one thing you can 
consider is changing the settings to show the complete text of your blog 
posts right on the homepage, rather than a list that has short previews of 


each post. 


Since you won't have many posts on your WordPress blog for the next 
few days or weeks, this'll make it look like there's more content in the 
Short-term, and you can change the settings back to a list and preview 


format once you've gotten your first 5 or so posts published. 
To change these settings, just go to Settings > Reading. 


Setting up your blog's menu 


For right now, you won't need a menu until you've published your key 
pages (About, Contact, Hire, Shop, etc), but when you're ready to create a 
homepage or footer menu, just go to Appearance > Menus and you can 


create them in just a few clicks. 
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Menus Manage with Live Preview 


Edit Menus Manage Locations 


Edit your menu below, or create a new meny. Don't forget to save your changes! 


Drag each item into the order you prefer. Click the arrow on the right of the item to reveal additional configuration options 


Blog 


Contact 


Menu Settings 


Posts 


Custom Links 


Alright, now we've covered the basic foundations of getting your 


WordPress settings dialed in. 
So, let's dig into creating a few of the main pages on your blog. 


Creating the main pages of your blog (about, contact, 
hire) 


Every blog needs to showcase some basic, foundational information. 
Who you are. Why people should listen to you. How they can get in 


touch with you if they have questions or want to work with you. 
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These pages are all pretty standard, but they're also a great way to have 
some fun and let your readers get to know you. In fact, | use 

to not only introduce who | am and tell my story, but also to 
explain my value proposition (for potential clients looking to hire me as 
a ) and show off some of my recent 


achievements. 


Here are step-by-step instructions for how you can create an about page 


that does the same: 


How to write an About page for your blog: 


Hi, I'm Ryan Robinson. 


I've been to all 50 US States and have been mistaken for Ryan Gosling in exactly 4 of them. Weird, | know. 


Your Tweet activity 


Ryan Robinson 
@TheRyanRobinson Pinned Tweet 


| talk a lot about growing side projects on Twitter (you should join me). 


And I'm based out of San Francisco, but spent the last year in Denver ¥ 
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You might not think much about it, but your About page can quickly 


become one of the most popular pages on your blog. 


Think about it... someone's stumbled across a post you wrote, they liked 


what they read, and they want to know who this person is. 


Now, you can either give them an old High School photo and a couple 
thrown-together sentences (like most people). Or, you can tell them a 
Story and turn them into a fan. Opt for the second path—that’s what 


we're going to explain how to do here. 


Writing about yourself isn’t easy. So let's start with a few basic questions 


that every great blog About page should answer: 


1. What value are you creating for your readers by 
choosing to start a blog? 


It might be called an About page, but you don't want to make the mistake 
of only talking about yourself. Yes, you'll get to talk about who you are, 
but your About page should be just as much about your readers and the 


value you're creating for them. 
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First things first, you need to be ultra clear on who your audience is and 
the value you create for them. For example, my blog is all about helping 
people find the best business ideas and to launch profitable side 


projects. So, that’s exactly what | say at the top of my About page. 
This helps readers get grounded and know that they're in the right place. 


2. Who is your blog for? 


Your value statement will touch on who your ideal reader is, but you 

want to make sure when the right person gets to your blog they know 
they're in the right place. This is like a secret handshake for your blog. 
Nail it, and you'll make every single person feel like they're where they 


belong. 
So how do you do this? There’s a couple approaches you can take: 


Tell them who the blog is for: There’s nothing more basic than just 
saying what you are. So, for example, if you're making a community for 


cooking tips for working moms, just write: 


“Started in X as a cooking resource for working moms.” 
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Show proof that you're part of their community: You can show your 
readers that you're part of their community in a number of ways. Do you 
write for other blogs or sites that are in your niche or actively contribute 
to popular communities and forums? What about adding a testimonial 
or social post from someone in the industry who read and liked your 


blog. 


Personally, if you have the resources | would go for the second option. 
Not only does this tell readers who you are and if they’re in the right 
place. But it also gives you a chance to show social proof (that other 
people have recognized you as a thought leader). Of course, you might 
not have this right away, so it’s perfectly fine to just go with the first 


option. 


Well, how should I describe myself? 


I'm a writer, part-time entrepreneur and content marketing consultant. 


Here are some of the places my writing is regularly featured. 


FST@MPANY Forbes ‘sicer Entrepreneur Ime. 
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Now, what if someone reads your About page and says “Well, this isn’t 
for me?” That's perfectly fine. The more you know your ideal reader, the 
better your blog will serve that person. Just like when you were picking 
your blog niche, if you try to write for everyone, you'll end up writing for 


no one. 


3. Why should they listen to you? 


If you've done a good job in the first few sections, your reader should 
have a pretty good idea of who you are and be able to decide whether or 
not they want to keep reading you. However, at this point, it doesn’t hurt 
to talk a bit more about yourself and sell them on why you're the blog 


they should follow. 


That means answering a few more questions and setting their 


expectations. Here’s what you might want to include: 


e What types of blog posts you write: “f you love X, Y, and Z, you'll feel 
totally at home here.” 


| share everything I've learned building a 6-figure consulting business 
from nothing.” 
e What they will get out of reading your posts: “ 


e Where should they start: “f this is your first time here, check out my 
Ultimate Guide to X.” 


e Why do you and your blog have credibility: “/’m a regular contributor 
to Fast Company, Business Insider, and Inc. Magazine...” 
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e How did you get started: “Back is 2003, during an especially bad 
Colorado Winter, | fell in love with snowshoeing...” 


Don't be afraid to get personal here. People connect with stories and 


vulnerability more than they do with carefully crafted prose. So be who 


you are! The whole reason readers will come back is to hear your voice. 


My long, winding journey to where I am today... 


A few years ago, | invented this silly little thing right here. 
The iStash. 


For my niche, | know my readers are here to get personal, actionable 
advice on starting a side business. And so | show them that | not only 


talk the talk, but walk the walk as well. 


4.Where should your readers go next? 
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The last (and probably most important) part of your About page is also 
the one that most people forget about. Telling your readers what to do 


next! 


Do you want them to read your latest blog post? Sign up for your 
newsletter? Follow you on Twitter? If someone has made it all the way to 
the bottom of your page, why leave them alone now? Here's what mine 


looks like: 


If you've made it this far... thank you. 


Seriously, | deeply value every relationship I've been lucky enough to build from this blog. 


Have a question about freelancing, content marketing, or building a blog? Shoot me an email at ryan@ryrob.com, 
I'd love to hear from you. And if you're looking for something to read, start with my best content @ 


Read My Best Content 


| know that if someone's made it to my blog About page, they probably 


just met me. 


Which means | don’t want to ask anything too taxing like signing up for a 
newsletter or following me on social media. Instead, | want them to get 


to know me better, so they can do that on their own. 
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That's why my Call-to-Action (CTA) is simply to read more of my best 


content. 


| know that the value I’m creating will hopefully get them to stick around, 
but at this point, | still need to earn their attention. Whatever you choose 
is up to you, but don't forget to think about the context of the person 


you're talking to. 


How to write a Contact page for your blog 


Another often overlooked page that you'll want to include on your blog is 


a simple way for people to contact you. 


Let's have some fun, shall we? 


There are a few ways we can work together... 


1. Hire me as a content marketing consultant. Right now, | work with several of the world's top experts and 
growing startups on creating a high-impact content marketing workflow that brings hundreds of thousands of 
new readers, subscribers and customers to my client's sites each month. I've worked with clients like LinkedIn, 
Zendesk, CreativeLive, Intuit Quickbooks, Vistaprint, Fundera, SoFi and many more. Check out this case study and 
you'll see an interview with Close.io CEO, Steli Efti, talking about how I've helped significantly grow his audience. 


"Ryan is the only person who's been able to help us both rank fora 
number of hugely important keywords and also create great content 
that's been shared tens of thousands of times by our readers." 


Steli Efti, CEO at Close.io 
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While mine goes into more depth, your Contact page can be as simple as 
having your email and social media accounts listed on a page. Or, if 
you'd rather not have your personal email out there for anyone to find, 


you can include a contact form. 


If you're on WordPress, one of the best ways to do this is to use a plugin 
like VWWPForms, which lets you create custom contact forms just by 


dragging and dropping elements. 


When you're making your blog Contact page, it’s not enough to just put 
up the form, however. You need to think about why someone would 
want to get in touch with you. Can you answer basic questions upfront 
with an FAQ on your contact page? If you're selling your services, can you 


tell people basic requirements so you don't waste each other's time? 


Draw on your purpose for starting a blog when writing your contact page 

For my blog, | know that people reading it might want to hire me to help 
them with their own content marketing. Which is why I've chosen to 
make my Contact page more focused around the topic of how to “Work 
with Me” on my blog. This page says exactly what | do, who I’m looking to 


work with, and gives opportunities for people to get in touch. 
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What's so great about this is that | get mostly business-related messages 
because of this. For everything blog and content-related, | try to get 
people to stick to comments and social media. This way, comments are 


public and other readers can learn from them and engage. 


Think about what types of communication you want your readers to use 
and for what. You can use your Contact page to set those expectations 


right away. 


If you want to spend a little more time tuning up your new WordPress 
blog and experimenting with the design of your blog, then check out 


these tutorials: 
e How to Change Font Size on Your Blog 


e How to Change Font Color on Your Blog 


How to Make a Clickable Link 
e What is a 301 Redirect? 


e What is an RSS Feed? 


Thanks for reading my post about How to Start a Blog! 
Click here to read more about blogging. 
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Want my Free Course: How to Start a Profitable Blog in 
7 Days? Click here to get it free 


Alright, now it's time to move into the most important aspect of why you 


chose to learn how to start a blog in the first place... 


Creating strong content that'll bring you readers and help you eventually 


to make money blogging. 
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4. Write your first blog post 


because they publish frequently. (Although those both help). 


You read a blog because you care about what it says. 


Before you get too far down the road of learning how to start a blog and 
writing your first blog post... you need to answer one simple question: 


Why? 
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Why do you care for the topic you're blogging about? 
Why should other people listen to what you're saying? 
Why is this a topic that you can add value to? 


To answer these questions, | like to think of a blog like any other 


business and pick a clear niche. 


What is a niche? And why does your blog need one? 


A blog niche is more than just a topic. It’s the approach you're going to 
take, the audience you want to go after, and the way you're going to talk 


to them and position yourself as an expert. 


A niche doesn't have to be your passion (although it’s definitely easier to 
stay committed to starting your blog when you're passionate about it). 
But it does have to be an interest of yours. The best niches are exciting 
enough that you'll be motivated to continually post about it, and 


accessible enough that you can build an audience. 


So, whether that means Medieval history, traditional Mexican cooking, 


Starting a drop-shipping business, or knitting tips, is up to you. 
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The reason your blog needs a niche is that it gives it 
focus 


Your niche is how you'll plan your content calendar, decide on design, 
and know where (and how) to market your blog. It’s also how your 
audience will find you and how you'll make connections with other 


bloggers. 


Now, if you’re unsure, or if no niche comes to mind right away, that’s OK. 


We can coax it out with a few questions. 


Ask these questions to determine a smart niche to start a blog in: 


e What's an interest or dream from your childhood that you find 
exciting? 


e What's the absolute best part of your day? 
e Do you have any hobbies or hobbies that you want to learn? 
e What is a deeply held value of yours? 


e What's one achievement that you're incredibly proud of? 


Right away, you should have an idea or two for what you could learn 


how to start a blog around. 
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Taking it a step further: How to know if there's a 
business opportunity for your niche 


If you want to make money from blogging, you'll also want to do a bit of 
research to see if there is a market demand for your niche. What this 
means is: Are people actively searching for what you're writing about? 


And can you add value and help them in a way that makes you money? 


In order to create a business from your blog, you need to solve a 
problem for people. To do this, | use a simple spreadsheet | call the 
Niche Market Demand Checker (you can get a free copy of it in my 


course right here). 


[30 Days to Validate] Niche Market Demand Checker >> M (©) q | & snare | B 
File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools Add-ons Help Last edit was on May 8, 2017 
No Rm P 100% ~ $ % 0 00 123- Arial -| 10 + B ISA è B= E-i-bP-Y- gH Y- =f a 
fx | Interest Area 
A B E D E F | g | 

1 Monthly Search Level of Demand 
Interest Area d Keyword Phrase Competitor Research # Google Search Results Check Keyword Search Volume Volume (Est. MSV) (Based on MSV) 
Hiking in California best hikes in california Research top ranking articles on topic 2,770,000 Check monthly search volume 590 Very Low (< 1000) + | 
Hiking in California best hikes southern california Research top ranking articles on topic 1,050,000 Check monthly search volume 880 Very Low (< 1000) be 
Hiking in California best hikes northern california ranking arti j 8,890,000 Check monthly search volume 720 Very Low (< 1000) bi 


http://30daystovalidate.com/ 
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Take the blog niche that you're thinking about and come up with 5-10 
keyword phrases or topics within that niche that you would write about. 
So, if we wanted to learn how to start a blog about playing guitar you 
might choose keywords like “best guitar books”, “how to play guitar”, 


“beginner guitar chords”, “what guitar should | buy” and so on. 


Now, let's learn how to do keyword research. Enter one of those 
keywords from above into your Google search. If there are tens of 
millions (or more) results, that’s a pretty strong indicator that people 
care about your topic. But to be extra sure, | like to use a free tool like 
Twinword Ideas to check the Monthly Search Volume (how many people 


are searching for this term each month). 


Do this for each of your keywords and look at the results. If all of your 
top keywords have a Monthly Search Volume of 5,000 - 10,000, you've 
definitely got a potentially profitable niche. If you’re too much over that 
up into the high hundreds of thousands of Monthly Searches, you might 
want to get more specific with your niche rather than competing with 


much larger, established websites on more popular subjects. 


Brainstorming smart blog post ideas (doing keyword 
research) 
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blog post ideas 


Overview 
Keyword ideas v 
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Search suggestions 
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By domains 
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MY LISTS ¥ 
Article Ideas 


Overview: blog post ideas Data updated just now 


Keyword difficulty ' 
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You'll need backlinks from ~35 websites 
to rank in top 10 for this keyword 


Parent topic’ ' 


blog topics 


Keyword ideas 


Having same terms ' 


blog post ideas 4,100 
first blog post ideas 350 
personal blog post ideas 300 


Its volume 


3,700 


Search volume ' Return rate ' 


4.1K 1.4 


With clicks 75% 
Without clicks 25% i 


TAE T 


Traffic potential ' 


6,500 


Also rank for ' 


what is a blog 22,000 
topics to write about 8,700 
blog ideas 6,100 


Clicks‘ $1.6 per click! 


5.2K 


Paid 1% i 
Organic 99% 
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1.3 clicks per search ' 


Search suggestions ' 


blog post ideas generator 200 
blog post ideas for writers 70 
blog post ideas for students 60 
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= Add to list v 


Global volume ' 
8K 


Top countries by volume 


= United States 4100 54% 
HE United Kingdom 1,400 19% 
I+] Canada 400 5% 
ÈE Australia 400 5% 
= india 350 5% 


Newly discovered ' 
top blog post ideas 0-10 
pitch blog post ideas 


personal blog post ideas 10... -10 


Even once you've established the niche you're going to be blogging 


about, you have todo keyword research in order to generate blog post 


ideas that'll actually bring you readers. 


So, what about the actual posts you're going to write? The good news is 


you can honestly write whatever you want! This is your blog after all, and 


one of the major benefits of learning how to start a blog for yourself— 


it's your platform to speak and share. But, | can say from experience that 


the ideas don't always come naturally. 
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This is where | believe a simple editorial calendar is so important. It's 
just a basic document to fill out that'll give you a roadmap to always 
knowing what you're writing next. It frees you up to spend more time on 
the fun of actually putting posts together—not banging your head 


against the wall trying to come up with smart blog post ideas. 


Here's a simple process | use for coming up with the specific blog posts | 


write for my own blog: 


e Brainstorm topics and write them a/l down: Start by writing down as 
many ideas or keywords that you can. Aim for things you know your 
ideal audience would find valuable. What questions are they asking? 
Where do you have expertise and can help fill in the blanks? 


e Use a keyword research tool to gather even more ideas: We want a lot 
of blog post topics to work with at this stage, so let’s use a keyword 
research tool like Ahrefs (pictured above), Twinword Ideas (free), or Moz 
to help us fill it out. These tools basically just show you terms and topics 
related to the ones you've already come up with, as well as how much 
traffic those terms are getting (to show that your audience cares about 
them!) 


e Lump similar ideas together: Your list should be growing by this 
point. So take all those terms and start to refine them. Are there 
duplicates that you can lump together? Do some just not look right now? 
Refine and edit it down. 
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e Put your ideas in a spreadsheet and prioritize: Ok, let’s get this list a 
little more organized now. Start a spreadsheet and include your keyword, 
estimated search volume, difficulty, and opportunity (You should be able 
to get all this info from the keyword tool you use). Looking at all these, 
assign a priority to each one either on a scale of 1-5 or a basic High- 
Medium-Low. Join my free blogging course to grab my editorial calendar 
template. 


e Outline content that hits all three key needs: Take your top priorities 
and set deadlines for them. Look for topics that hit all three key needs: 
Fits your niche, are genuine needs of your readers, and have some 
potential to drive traffic to your blog from search engines in the long 
run. Then write a blog post outline to solidify your main points and 
begin the writing process. 


If I'm still left needing more ideas, I'll turn to even more creative tactics... 


e Seeing which topics other bloggers in my niche have covered (and 
which posts have performed well for them). 


e Taking a look through my most successful posts to see which topics 
and tones of voice my readers liked most. 


e Doing more quote roundup series-style posts (like my post about 
business advice and online business tools) that don't require a ton of 
original thought and effort from my end. 


e Chatting with fellow bloggers in my space and brainstorming fresh 
ideas with them. 


e Talking about specific lessons I've recently learned or experiments 
I've launched on my blog. 


e Reflecting on both the mistakes I've recently made and the tactics that 
are working today (and why). 
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By this point, I've usually got a fully restocked content calendar. 


Still need some more content inspiration? Here are 
155+ winning blog post ideas 


But what's important to keep top of mind when deciding how to 
prioritize which posts you should write first vs last, is how much 
potential traffic you could stand to drive from eventually ranking well in 


organic search for that topic. 


Now you're ready to write your first blog post 


Once you've decided on the first blog post you want to write, you'll 
navigate to the "Add New Post" section from your WordPress 


Dashboard. 


Go to Posts > Add Newwhich will look like this right here: 


GY) A Smatwe O1 P SpinupWP Updates WP Rocket 


@ Dashboard Dashboard 


Home 


At a Glance à 
Updates “4 
User searches 3 12 Posts IM 5 Pages 
Admin search @ 5 Comments 


Updates Options WordPress 5.2.2 running SmartWP theme. 


# Posts All Posts 


Oj Media Add New 


Categories 


iM Pages 
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Next, you'll be taken to a brand new article page that'll look like this (a 


totally blank canvas ©): 


O) Ads ese vas Imt 


wyo BITE EKCEZ AP CRYVYB x 


meoo On ed 34606 oem 
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Foes heyphesse O 


Writing a blog post headline that encourages readers to 
click through 


One of the primary reasons you chose to learn how to start a blog was to 


attract readers, right? 


Well, it pays dividends to put some time and concerted effort into writing 
headlines that'll be interesting, engaging, and most importantly—deliver 
on the promise of what your blog posts are actually helping the reader 


to accomplish. 
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So let's say after doing some , you've determined that 
your hiking blog should start by breaking down some underrated hikes 


in Northern California. 


You'd click into the "Add Title" bar on your new post page and type ina 


title like... 


W @ Smartwe O1 P + New SpinupWP Updates WP Rocket 


ò Dashboard Add New Post 


# Posts 15 Scenic Hikes You've Never Heard of in the San Francisco Bay Area 


All Posts - - z 
Permalink: https://smartwp.com/hikes-near-san-francisco/ Edit 


Add New 
Categories [H Edit with Elementor hi 


Tags 


Oy Media 


©) Add Media 
IE Pages 


tl 
A 
A 
pip 
Jiji 
lili 
$ 
H 
p 


Paragraph v B 7 Žž 
Œ Comments 


B Elementor 


As a Starting point to writing strong blog post titles, learn by observing 


the headlines of other successful bloggers in your niche. 


Do they often lead with numbers? How many of their article headlines 
include parentheses? Does it seem like a best practice to capitalize the 


first letter of every word? 


Here are a few of the most recent headlines from 


so you can get 


some inspiration on how you might want to structure your headlines. 


° 


BUSINESS 


© November 22,2019 1,188 


101 Best Side Business Ideas to 


Start in 2020 (While Working a Full- 


Time Job) 


No matter how rewarding your full-time job may 
be, finding the best side business ideas and 
eventually becoming fully self-employed is even 
more meaningful than great pay and 


CONTINUE READING 


| |= APFILIATE 
PROGRAMS 
FOR BLOGGERS 


© November 14, 2019 "33 


25+ Best Affiliate Programs for 
Bloggers in 2020 (to Earn Affiliate 
Income from Blogging) 


ae DOES IT 
- COST TO 
i BLOG? 
O meseenrtrora | 
© November 21, 2019 Bis 


How Much Does it Cost to Start a 
Blog in 2020? Blog Budget Template 
and Free Guide 


This is the ultimate guide to figuring out how much 
does it cost to start a blog? So, follow along and 
we're going to break down the cost to run a blog in 
2020. How much... 


CONTINUE READING 


BLOGGING 
STATISTICS | 


© November 14,2019 @ 16 


38 Blogging Statistics You Need to 
Know in 2020 (to Blog Smarter This 
Year) 


CHANGE Z 
FONT COLOR 
© November 14, 2019 p)? 


How to Change Font Color in 
WordPress (on Your Blog) in 2020 
Today, we're talking about how to change font 
color in WordPress (on your blog). As a new 


blogger when you're just getting started, it can be a 
bit confusing... 


CONTINUE READING 


BLOGGING b 
MISTAKES 


21 Blogging Mistakes to Avoid in 
2020 (and How to Fix Them) When 
Trying to Grow Your Blog 


At first when I chose to learn how to start a blog and explore 


, | had no idea how to write compelling headlines. Today, I've 


developed a formula that includes several key traits that work very well 


for attracting readers in my space of blogging. 


My essential elements of writing a successful blog post headline are: 
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e Lead with a number (like 10, 32, 55 or 101) to capture a reader's 
attention 


e Use a blend of emotional, common, uncommon and powerful 
words to make the headline flow nicely 


e Place a part of the headline within parentheses to make it stand out 


more 


e And most importantly... make sure your headline matches the intent 
of what your reader is hoping to achieve 


If you're unsure whether or not you've written a strong headline, take it 
for a test drive by using the free headline analyzer tool from CoSchedule. 
It's Super cool—you just paste in the headline you're thinking about 
using, and it gives you a score on a Scale of 0 to 100 (with 100 being a 


truly perfect headline), based on their analysis of millions of headlines. 
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10 Steps How To Start A Blog On The Side And 
Make Money In 2019 The Ultimate Guide 


Word Balance 


f the overall structure, grammar, and readability 
of your headline 


; ) QO COMMON 


HEADLINE SCORE ie) UNCOMMON 
® EMOTIONAL 
© POWER 


You'll get better at writing headlines as time goes on and you do more of 


it. 


But if you're really unsure of how to title a new post, then do a Google 
search for the target keyword phrase you're going after and gather 
inspiration for the ways other titles are written—be sure not to directly 


copy other bloggers, but that'll point you in the right direction. 


Choosing an SEO-friendly URL 


It's extremely important that you customize the URL of your new post, if 


you hope to ever rank well in organic Google search results. 
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Taking the example pictured above, I'm trying to rank the article "75 
Scenic Hikes You've Never Heard of in the San Francisco Bay Area" for 
keyword phrases like "hikes near San Francisco," so that's exactly what 


I've chosen as my post URL... /hikes-near-san-francisco 


Here are a few more URL writing pointers: 


e Remember to separate each word in a new post URL with a dash 
(for easier readability) 


e Keep it short at no more than 3 - 5 words in length (less is better) 


e Avoid the use of numbers unless there's a very compelling reason 
otherwise 


e Always, always, always include your target keyword phrase 


Crafting a compelling introduction to your new blog 
post 


You have one or two sentences to convince readers your new post is 


worth their time. 


Here's a sample blog post introduction | just wrote in less than two 


minutes for our hiking example: 
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Permalink: ikg € ] Edit 
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Believe it or not, many of the best hikes near San Francisco are also some of the least known to locals and travelers alike. 
As a Bay Area native and avid trail runner, I've explored just about every hike within driving distance from the city over the past 30 years. 


|Phis is my ultimate list of the fifteen most scenic hikes you've never heard of in the San Francisco Bay Area 


Images used early 
and often 


As you're learning to that keeps readers engaged, here 


are a few do's and don'ts for crafting a strong introduction: 


Do: 


Use colorful language 


Open with a startling statistic 


Start with a quote 


Use drama or humor 


e Leverage eye-catching formatting (like bold and /ta/ics) 
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Don't: 
e Use a cliche that'll leave readers rolling their eyes 


e Bury the lede (failing to tease the most interesting point in your 
article) 


e State the obvious 


The easiest strategy for crafting a smart headline is to answer the who, 


what, where, when and why as soon as possible. 


And this may sound counterintuitive, but another trick is to start with 
your conclusion first. In the age of short attention spans, people have 


grown tired of wasting time on clickbait blog posts that go nowhere. 


The quicker you can establish relevance to your reader, give them a 
strong reason to believe they'll find what they're looking for in your blog 
post, the more likely they'll be to dig into your piece and share with 


others. 


Optimizing the design and layout of your blog post 


Ultimately, what looks "good" is subjective and up to you—based on 


what you think your (future) readers will resonate most with. 
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However, there are a few time-tested design principles and tips | can 
offer on constructing an appealing blog post layout (that's easy for 


readers to digest) from my years of practice. 


1. Make your blog posts readable 


Design isn’t about crazy colors, multiple fonts, and tons of images and 
videos. It’s about making the experience of your reader as enjoyable as 
possible. That's why the first thing you should think about when it comes 
to transitioning from the basics of learning how to start a blog over to 
perfecting your design, isn’t what you can add. But what you can take 


away. 


White space or negative space is so important to the legibility and 
readability of your blog. So don't start by cramming a bunch of design 
elements everywhere. Look for ways to make things flow easily (a good 


WordPress theme should do this for you). 


Next, make sure your font size is big enough. 12pt is fine in a Word doc, 
but for your blog you'll want to go 16pt or higher. You'll also want to be 
careful with line length. Most designers say the ideal length of a 
sentence on your blog is 50-85 characters as it helps keep readers 


moving through the post. 
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l'm on the higher end of the spectrum, but feel it works because | write 


in-depth, long-form content: 


During my time leading the marketing for daily free online business courses with the world’s 
top entrepreneurs on CreativeLive, | learned a thing or two about what it takes to produce 
high quality online business courses that actually deliver real results for students. 


Because ultimately when you're taking an online business course—you should be paying for 
results. Sure, you have to show up and do the work, but the system needs to be there too. 


If all this sounds complicated, don’t worry. We have a very emotional 
response to good design. Try some fonts and spacing options out and 


see what feels good to you. 


Check out my guides on how to change font size and change font color 


on your blog for a more in-depth tutorial on tweaking your visual 


typography settings. 
2. Always include a relevant featured image at the top 


of your blog post 


The human brain has two ways it remembers things: verbally and 


visually. 
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If you can combine the two at the top of your post, you have a better 
shot at people remembering you and becoming a fan of your blog. What 
| mean is that you should always have an image at the top of your post 


that relates to it. 


For example, here’s the featured image from this free beginner's guide 


on how to start a blog: 


_ _ = STARTA 
BLOG 


By including a relevant image at the top of the post (and superimposing 


the title on it), I’m making a stronger connection with my reader. 


Pro tip: When you're still learning how to start a blog, don't worry about investing in custom 
designed images 
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Now, you don't need to always put text over your image. Anything that’s 
relevant and works with the theme of the post is good enough as you 


just start blogging. 


3. Use frequent sub headers to break up your text 


Readers get tired quickly. And looking at a giant wall of text is 


intimidating and can make people leave your blog. 


That's why I suggest including a heading or sub-header every 300-500 
words. Some people say it should be even less than that, but | think it 
depends on your niche and how long your posts are. As always, do what 


feels natural to you. 


| also try to include images around each heading in my post to break up 
the flow of text. Here’s an example from my 101 Best Online Business 


Courses post: 
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4. Launching an Online Business. 


Instructor: Lewis Howes & guests James Wedmore and Derek Halpern 


4. Use styling to emphasize key parts of your post 


Good blog design guides your reader through the new post. And one of 
the easiest ways to do that is to emphasize key parts with bold or italics. 


Here’s an example of what l'm talking about: 


Over the past 5 years, I've gotten to work with and participate in hundreds of the best online 
business courses in the world. 


Notice how | used bold text to highlight the key phrase | want you to pick 


up on? And italics to indicate just how much value you can expect to get 


from this post? 
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It's a great tactic, but also one that can be overdone quickly. You can't 


say everything in your post is important. So use it sparingly. 


5. Make sure people know where they are 


| get a lot of my blog traffic from organic search. Which means people 
might not necessarily know who | am when they get to the page. To build 
a lasting connection with them and make them feel comfortable, | make 
Sure to have a short blurb about who | am at the top of the page. It looks 


like this: 


Hi, I'm Ryan Robinson. 


90000 


I'm a writer and part-time entrepreneur. | built 
my last side business to over $160,000 in 1 
year while working a full-time job, and I'll show 
you how to do it too. 
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Not only does this let people know where they are, but it tells them what 


they can expect if they stick around on my blog. 


Plus, studies have shown that using photos of real people increases the 


time readers spend on your blog. 


Hitting publish on your first blog post 


Once you've written your first blog post, and get it to the 1,000+ word 


range, you're almost ready to publish! 


Take a few minutes to double check on the Yoast SEO suggestions and 
ensure your blog post is SEO-friendly, which will give you the best 


chance of ranking well in organic search. 


Yoast SEO a 


@ Help center v 


| (3) @ Readability @ wordpress seo plu... [+] 


< ® Snippet preview e 


%$ ——_Yoast SEO: the #1 WordPress SEO Plugin « Yoast 
https://yoast.com/seo/ 

K Yoast SEO is the most complete WordPress SEO plugin. It handles the technical optimization of your 
site & assists with optimizing your content, 


# Edit snippet 


Q, Focus keyword 8 


wordpress seo plugin 
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After your SEO settings are dialed in, choose which "Category" this new 


post will fall under and tick that box. 
Then, you're ready to hit publish! 


iin Publish immediately Edit 
Visual Text 
y) Readability: OK 
a 
= yı SEO: Needs improvement 


| Clear cache | 


Move to Trash Publish 


Categories 


Tutorials 
|_| Uncategorized 


+ Add New Category 


And boom! It's that easy /f you allow it to be 


You've just gone from learning how to start a blog to publishing your 


first post 
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Now, it's time to talk about what happens after you've published your 


first blog post... 


Promoting your blog and learning how to make money blogging. 
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5. Promote your blog and make 


Jan 1, 2019 - Nov 30, 2019 ~ 
se ang 


Uses © VS. Select ameme Moty omy Week| Mont | 


Avg Session Duration Bounce Rate 
00:01:02 85.20% 


As we head into 2020, my blog has already gotten more than 4+ million 


readers. 


We're going to use my experience to talk about going from learning how 


to create a blog, to driving millions of readers to my content. 


Now if you've made it this far, you should already be in fantastic shape 
on your journey of learning how to start a blog, picking up the basics of 
writing compelling posts and creating a beautiful design for your 


website. 


But there's one last piece of the puzzle that hardly any other bloggers 


openly talk about: Promotion. 


How to Start a Blog in 2020: 8 Easy Steps to Start Blogging (Free) 


89 


How to Start a Blog in 2020 (and Make Money): 


Free Easy Guide to Start Blogging Today 


What do you do once you've hit publish on your first blog posts? 


Well, this is the exact reason I'm hired as a consultant by companies like 
LinkedIn, Zendesk, Adobe, Close, Gusto, Intuit and more—to not only 
write in-depth content for their blogs, but to teach them how to promote 
their content, bring in new readers and even make money from their 


blogs. 


So you've learned how to start a blog... How do you drive traffic now? 


It's a question | hear time and time again. And it's one that separates the 
great blogs from the ones that are only read by your mom and a few 
spam bots. If you’re looking to drive traffic and build a successful 


business from your blog, you need to know how to promote your posts. 


In fact, I'm a strong believer that you should spend more time promoting 


a post than you did writing it. 


But where do you start? 
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Here are a few of the best ways to start sharing your posts and getting in 
front of new readers. And if you want even more Strategies, here's my 
guide to learning how to drive traffic to your website where we dig even 
deeper into the tactics I've used to grow my blog to millions of yearly 


readers. 


Using social media to promote your blog 


The obvious first place to turn to is social media. Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, LinkedIn, Reddit, Instagram, Snapchat are the biggest networks 
today. Whichever platform best suits your niche and audience interests, 


is the right one for you. And that’s an important note. 


There's no point in trying to promote your blog posts on every social 


media platform. 


Look for the social channels that give you the best 
return 


For Michelle Schroeder of Making Sense of Cents, she told me Pinterest 
has been her #1 source of traffic for years and brings in more than 25% 
of her readers. Same thing goes for the husband and wife team behind 
Chasing Foxes who have used their own techniques on Pinterest to drive 


millions of readers a month: 
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“I learned that Buzzfeed will put out multiple images for a post and so | 
decided to do the same thing. I'll create 5 or 6 Pinterest pins per post 
with sometimes different titles or images. Once we started doing that, 


that’s when I started to see a lot of traffic come through.” 


The key thing here is to experiment and see what works for you. 


Each social network naturally appeals to a certain niche and a certain 
type of reader. This is a pretty broad statement, but generally speaking, 


here’s what works best on each social platform: 


e Facebook: Videos and curated content 


e Instagram: High-res photos, quotes, and Stories 


e Twitter: News, blog posts, and GIFs 


e LinkedIn: Professional content and career news 


e Pinterest: Infographics, step-by-step photo guides, visual content 


e Reddit: Comments about topics in your niche 
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It's a lot. But luckily there are lots of tools that can help you manage your 
social media posts throughout the week. In fact, with the right tool, you 
should be able to promote all your posts across social in just an hour or 


two a week. Here are my favorites: 


e Buffer: One of the easiest ways to schedule social shares in advance 
for Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn and Pinterest. Their 
browser plug-in is also great for quickly adding interesting posts 
you find to your social promotion queue. 


e Hootsuite: If you want something a bit more in-depth, Hootsuite is a 
powerful social sharing, scheduling, and monitoring platform. It’s 
probably a bit too much for a beginner blogger, but is a worthwhile 
option to check out once you start to grow. 


e Gain App: If you work with multiple people on your blog, Gain is a 
great tool for collaborating and controlling who posts what from 
your account. It’s a bit more expensive, but their workflows can save 
you a ton of time. 


Forums and message boards for bloggers 
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Often, just throwing your ideas out into the social media void isn't very 
effective. Instead, being a part of targeted forums and online 
communities can give you a way better return on your time. If you find 


the right ones. 


Look for a topically relevant group to join. For example, if you're making 

a blog about photography, you could consider joining Facebook groups 

like (26,000+ members), 
(27,000+ members) and (13,000+ 


members). 


(I found these groups by searching for "Nikon" and clicking the 'Groups' 


sort tab at the top of the menu.) 


yan 


Donald Glover 
63K people talking about this 
Nikon D750 Users 1 Join Martin Shkreli 
17K people talking about this 


To Latest People Photos Videos Sho Pages Places Groups Apps Events 
p p p g p pp: 
Pa om 
ae Ryan Robinson $ | € Nikon UK Photography 41 Join TRENDING © m & oB 
a, 13,180 members : 684 new members Dairy Queen . . 
7 = à 43K people talking about this 
News Feed Nikon UK Group - Rules Welcome to the group all new members. 
i We hope you enjoy your time here and join in the banter and pete aH ki bout thi 
Messenger Ey competitions. There will a monthly competition to have your photo... HN PEOP EnA KN ADOUELNS 


SHORTCUTS 


bal Let's Hike California 
27,056 members « 854 new members 

Please read this before You Post anything to avoid Ban. 1) Kindly 
refrain from posting too many photographs at the same time..! 2) 


f Include EXIF (Lens, FL, ISO, Aperture, Shutter, Flash + any extra... Dana White g 7 
26K people talking about this 


Ryan Reynolds 


8 The Launch Formul... Meghan McCain 
11K people talking about this 


8 The Freelancer's R... 


8 Freelancing Entrepr... 


Work Before Work Nikon Digital Camera & Photo Enthusiasts #1 Join 62K people talking about this 
26,529 members « 121 new members The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim 
~ See More... as : 
F 2 š 73K people talking about this 
Learn to use your Nikon camera more effectively. Improve your 
EXPLORE photography! This group is different! It's about photographic Ford a x 
— education, not just viewing pretty pictures. NDCPE was formed by... 34K people talking about this 
[Buea Jesse Ventura 


Æ| Pages À 5.5K people talking about this 
g f, NRDG - Nikon REAL Discussion Group #1 Join 
Groups 14,407 members : 121 new members SUGGESTED GROUPS 
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If your blog is relevant to anyone with a DSLR camera, you're sure to find 
enough people who'd be interested in reading your posts within those 


groups. 


Now, if your search doesn’t come up with any Facebook Groups with a 
decent number of members (5,000+) there are some other options. Look 
for my general Facebook groups that relate to your niche or groups on 


Linkedln or Reddit. 


For example, if you're starting a business or entrepreneurial blog, you 


might want to try posting your blogs to: 


Facebook Groups (Entrepreneurial): 


e Freedom Hackers Mastermind (39,000+ members) 

e The Smart Passive Income Community (28,000+ members) 

e The Joyful Entrepreneur (37,000+ members) 

e Heart-centered, soul driven entrepreneurs (16,000+ members) 

e Coaches, Authors, Entrepreneurs (13,000+ members) 

e Women's Entrepreneur Network (32,000+ members, women only) 


e Super Hero Entrepreneurs (10,000+ members) 
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Linkedin Groups (Entrepreneurial): 


e On Startups (626,000+ members) 

e Future Trends (474,000+ members) 

e | love Startups (248,000+ members) 

e Entrepreneur's Network (33,000+ members) 


e Band of Entrepreneurs (26,000+ members) 


Reddit Sub-Channels: 


e r/SideProject 

e r/Entrepreneur 

e r/Startups 

e r/BusinessHub 

e r/MutualCollaboration 

Remember, these aren't just places to dump links to your blog posts. You 


need to provide value before you ask for anything in return. So start by 


building relationships and engaging with people there. 


You never know, you might come up with some great blog ideas in the 


process. 
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Guest posts and blogging on sites like Medium, Quora, 
Linkedin, and others 


One of the best things about starting a blog is that bloggers love to help 
each other out. And guest blogging on other relevant blogs is THE best 
way to connect with an already established audience. Check out my 


ultimate guide to guest blogging here. 


I've written literally hundreds of guest posts over the past five years, and 
it's been the single best strategy for promoting my blog content (and 
building my own audience). I'm not the only blogger that feels this way, 


either. 


As Laurence Bradford of Learn to Code with me told me in her podcast 


interview: 


“When | first started my blog, | started guest posting really early on. I'd 
make spreadsheets and reach out to editors and other bloggers. It 
definitely took a while to gain traction. | went through a lot of rejection, 
but over time it became easier because Id built this portfolio of other 


things | published.” 
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FREELANCE 
DEVELOPMENT, 
GROWING A PODCAST, 


BUILDING A BLOG AND 
MORE 


Laurence started by going after smaller coding blogs and sites with a 


similar audience to the one she wanted to build. 


It might seem like a lot of work, but those early guest posts are what 
helped her go from the absolute basics of choosing from the 

— to eventually publishing content and growing her 
own audience. And eventually, as her network grew, she was able to 


make better connections and start posting on bigger blogs. 


For my own blog, one of my biggest early breaks came from my very first 
guest post going up on the blog for social media scheduling app Buffer. 
Not only did | tap into their audience of 1 million+ readers per month, 
but it also associated me with a brand that people in my niche look up 


to. 
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However, getting a guest post on a blog like Buffer’s isn’t easy and | was 
only able to make that happen because | cultivated a relationship with 

their blog editor over the course of weeks—by first featuring Buffer as a 
resource both on my blog and prominently in the content | wrote for my 


day job at the CreativeLive blog. 


But that doesn’t mean you shouldn't look for other places with 
established audiences you can write for... in fact, that's one of your 
quickest paths to building up a regular readership and getting your blog 
to credibility faster. 


For starters... try reposting your blog posts on Medium—a site that’s free 
to use for readers and writers. You can even look for a Medium 


Publication that’s popular in your niche and submit your post to them. 


There’s also Quora—a question and answer site that lets anyone 
respond to user's queries. One tactic I've used is to search for relevant 
topics in my niche and then answer questions I've already written about 
on my blog (like this Quora answer about how to get blog traffic that's 
received hundreds of upvotes and thousands of views). This way | know 
I'm giving them good value and can even link back to the full post on my 


blog. 
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Lastly, if you're more business-oriented in your blog posts, you might 


want to post them on Linkedin. 


The key point to all of this is that you want to look for places where your 
audience is and be there. Whether that’s other blogs, communities, or 


social platforms. 


Using an email newsletter to grow your blog audience 


Net new subscribers Total subscribers Broadcasts Sequences Weeks v Yy December 1,2018 - November 30, 2019 


140,000 


120,000 


ann 


sername TOTALS 23.31% 3.36% 11.3M aa 58 
AVG OPEN RATE AVG CLICK RATE EMAILS SENT NEW SUBSCRIOERS 


One of the best forms of promotion for your blog isn’t to other 


audiences, but to your own. 


An email newsletter is probably the most powerful way to keep readers 
engaged and excited about the work you're doing and one of the things 


you should set up as soon as you Start a blog. 
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Building your email list can be relatively easy, too. Simply put a signup 
form in your posts and on your site. Or, do what Learn to Code with me 
founder Laurence Bradford did and offer special content for people in 


return for their email address: 


“If you have a blog post on your site and you have some sort of checklist 
or book they can get just by giving their email that can work really well. | 
still get around 50 new email subscribers a day just from old posts that 


have these content upgrades.” 


Personally, | use a tool | love called Convertkit to manage the 130,000+ 
email subscribers on my blog, but Mailchimp is the best free email 


marketing tool to get started with. 


Not sure which email marketing tool to use when learning to start a blog? 


Read through my detailed comparison of ConvertKit vs AWeber vs 
Mailchimp for my take on where you should start and when to upgrade 


to more robust email marketing tools. 


| send my community an update whenever | post a new blog post, have a 
resource | want to share, or when new podcast episodes go live—and 
this now ensures my content will quickly be seen by thousands of 


people right off the bat. 


How to Start a Blog in 2020: 8 Easy Steps to Start Blogging (Free) 


101 


has by far been the biggest driver of growth and 


revenue for my blog, and something | can’t suggest enough. 


Other ways to promote your blog and get more traffic 


Outside of promotion on social and email and guest posts, here area 
few other techniques I've personally used to grow my blog audience 


quickly: 


e Interview people in your niche: There's nothing better than learning 
from famous people in your niche. Not only does interviewing them help 
you build a relationship, but other people reading your blog want to hear 
from them. You can use these interviews for blog posts or even start a 
podcast like | did with 


e Network with other bloggers or mention their blogs: Early on, you 
want to get on other people’s radars. And one of the best ways to do that 
is to mention other relevant bloggers and blog posts on yours. For 
Austin Belcak, founder of , that meant linking out to 
relevant blog posts and then emailing the blogger and saying “Hey! | 
mentioned you in my most recent article. If you think it’s worthy of a 
Share, I’d really appreciate it. But if not, I’m happy to keep sharing yours.” 
This drove the initial 50,000 to 60,000 readers to his blog. 


e Talk to people about what you're doing: It might seem too simple, but 
tell the people around you what you're doing. Get excited about your 
blog and share the things you're working on. As Gaby Dalkin of What's 
Gaby Cooking told me: “Maybe it’s just your friends reading you to start, 
but you should be responding to every comment and going out and 
commenting on other blogs. This is essentially your industry and these 
are your coworkers.” 
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e Learn from other top bloggers: If you don't feel ready to connect with 
other bloggers in your space, at least try to learn from what they're doing 
—like what can be found in my epic compilation of the best blogging 
advice. For Silas Moser, one half of Chasing Foxes told me, you should 
study people who are good at what you're doing: “Look at what works for 
them and see how you can use it. So many people told us ‘you could 
never make money from a blog.’ But you don't have to reinvent the 
wheel. There are tons of successful bloggers out there that you can learn 
from and see what they've done and apply that to your niche.” 


Remember that the only thing standing in the way of starting your own 
blog is you. It’s easy to say that you don't have time or you're tired from 
work or that it’s too much effort. But that effort is what makes starting a 


blog so worth it. 


The bar for how to start a blog—and what constitutes great content—has 
been raised in 2020. And if you're starting a blog looking for extremely 
quick results (i.e. earning money from a blog tomorrow), you're going to 


be disappointed. You need to set realistic expectations. 


This isn't to say you can't start a successful blog in 2020. In fact, there are 
more opportunities than ever. It’s just that you need to make sure you're 


not falling into certain traps early on. Traps like... 
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e You think you can make a bunch of money writing about something 
you aren't familiar with 


e You're not committed to publishing regularly and interacting with 
your audience 


e You want quick results without putting in the work 


Here's a dose of reality: The most popular, successful and profitable 
blogs in 2020 are a// run by people who care deeply about the subject 
matter they're writing about. They're committed and excited to post. And 
they know that running a blog is an investment that will only bring them 


bigger returns the more they keep at it. 
And as long as you're on the same page, your blog will be a success! 


Thanks for reading my epic guide about How to Start a 
Blog! Click here to read even more of my blogging 
articles. 


Now, on to the crucial component of what makes a blog successful... 


Learning how to (eventually) make money from your blog. 
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8. best ways to make money blogging 
(monetize your blog) 


GD Self-Employed Give 50%, Get $30 


Home 


Transactions 
Transactions V 
$428,915 $60 000 
Miles 
$40 000 
Taxes NEW $20 000 


Reports | $428,91 5 $0 $0 


Invoices 


With less than a month left as we approach 2020, my blog as already 


made me $428,915 in revenue. 


| share this not to brag, but so that you'll understand | know what I'm 
talking about when it comes to creating a blog and making serious 


money with it. 


Moreover, I'll be the first to tell you that these kinds of income figures 
aren't typical with blogging—and that it's taken me six years to reach this 


point in my blog business. 
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However, if | hadn't made the decision to create a blog in the first place... 
and invest years of effort into creating standout content, promoting that 
work to new audiences, building my community and learning how to 


monetize my site, then my life would be completely different today. 


There's a reason why monetizing your blog is the very last step in my 


guide about how to start a blog. 


That's because today... while you're still just getting started, 


monetization should not be your #1 focus. 


You need to find your readers, start building relationships with them, 
forming a community around your blog, and keep delivering value (in the 
form of content) before immediately trying to sell them on an online 


course, buying your freelance services, or otherwise. 


Blogging is an investment that can pay massive dividends, but it's a long-term payoff 


Even still, it's good to have an idea of which ways you'd like to make 


money blogging as you go into this. 


Now, keep in mind that when you're just getting started, some of these 
monetization strategies will be easier than others while your readership 


is still growing. 
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Let's dive in! 


1. Sponsored Content 


What's sponsored content? Generally, it's when a brand, company or 
individual pays you a fee in order to get their content (or offer) in front of 
your audience. That means you'll likely need some semblance of a 
readership base before you're able to broker a sponsored content deal— 
because the sponsor's going to want to see your readers click through 


and at least evaluate the special offer you're writing about. 


The best way to do sponsored content without alienating your readers, is 
to weave it into your typical publishing style (like I've done with this 
Sponsored post and this one too), of which | charged $2,500 to write and 


publish for Skillshare and Slidebean. 


Unless you already have a sizable audience on another site (or social 
account) that you plan to use for driving traffic to your blog, it'll take you 
some time to grow your readership to a point where sponsored content 


is a viable monetization option. 


Here's a Snapshot of my first year of traffic to ryrob.com (in orange) 


when | started blogging—and my second year of traffic (in blue). 
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Audience Overview © GB save h EXPORT «$ SHARE (y) INTELLIGENCE 
Jan 1, 2015 - Dec 31, 2015 v 
OO All Users + Add Segment Compare to: Jan 1, 2014 - Dec 31, 2014 
+0.00% Users 
Overview 
Users ~ VS. Select a metric Hourly Day Week Month 


Jan 1, 2015 - Dec 31,2015: @ Users 
Jan 1, 2014 - Dec 31,2014: @ Users 
15,000 


April 2015 July 2015 October 2015 
> 


There is no data for this view. 
Users New Users Sessions 


637.89% 637.29% 733.38% 


60,714 vs 8,228 60,664 vs 8,228 81,805 vs 9,816 


ee | ee | Le 

As you'll see, my first year of blogging saw only about 9,000 total readers, 
but | wasn't really taking blogging seriously and | was still learning how 
to drive traffic. In my second year, you'll see traffic begins to pick up 
dramatically as | start to figure out who my audience is and which traffic 
Strategies work best for me—that's when | started driving almost as 


much traffic per month than I'd gotten in my entire first year. 


It was at this point, once my readership grew to around 10,000 monthly 
readers (on average), that it became a viable option to start commanding 
a decent rate for sponsored content to be published on my blog and 


emailed to my couple hundred subscribers. 
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Tune in to my podcast episode with Preston Lee from Millo.co, who's 
mastered the art of landing blog sponsorships for his side hustle blog... 
he regularly books $15,000/mo in sponsorships from top brands in the 


freelancing and design industries. 
But, there are much quicker ways to start monetizing your blog. Like... 


2. Freelancing (Selling Your Services) 


If you want to start earning from your blog right now, then selling your 
services is going to be your lowest effort option by far. In fact, | still 


freelance as a blog monetization channel today: 


I'm Ryan Robinson. 


I'm a content marketing consultant, writer & freelance content marketer to the world's 
top experts and startups. I've worked with LinkedIn, CreativeLive, Zendesk, SoFi and 
more. l'm based in San Francisco, but work with clients around the world. 


Linked Google 42 WN Adobe @iiicrboors Crew 
Wvistaprint @fundera f8|sori OCloseio Facoins 
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All you really need in order to land your first freelancing client, is a 
strong enough pitch, which is where a blog will help significantly. You'll 
want to build out your key pages (About, Contact, Hire Me) and showcase 
at least a couple examples of the type of work you've done that you'll 


soon be pitching freelance clients on. 


And if you don't have those work samples yet... don't let that hold you 
back. Spend a few days right now to create those example articles, 
designs or other deliverables and host them on your own blog as if they 


were a project you got paid to produce. 


If you have a skill that you can sell as a service, then you're already 
prepared to go out and start pitching potential clients. That skill could be 


something like... 
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e Writing 


e Design 


e Photography 


e Marketing 


e Developing 


e Public relations 


e Social media management 


e Virtual assistance 


e Community-building 


e SEO or paid advertising campaigns 


e Business strategy or project management 


e The list goes on... because any skill can be monetized 
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Today, | still regularly book new freelance clients (like LinkedIn, Zendesk, 
Adobe) for $5,000/mo or more and I'm brought on to advise and execute 
on creating content marketing campaigns for their blogs. But that's 


where | am today... not where | started. 


My first freelance client paid me $250 for each article | wrote for their 
blog. They discovered me because of my blog, and liked the style of 
content | was producing, so it was an easy decision for them to hire me 


as a freelancer to ramp up their publishing at an affordable rate. 


After having this realization, | started going out and pitching other similar 
(non-competitive) startups and online brands that clearly needed more 
business-related content for their blogs... and over the course of the next 
year, | continued to slowly double the prices I'd charge per article. I'd add 
new "extras" as time went on and | built a larger community & brand for 
myself too—always experimenting with my offer to see what clients 


would pay more for. 


If freelancing sounds like your cup of tea, you'll want to grab my (free) 
collection of all my best resources, tools and templates for freelancers. 
That resource bundle is the culmination of more than 5 years of refining 
my freelance contract template, proposal template, cold email templates 


that convert new clients, and more. 
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| also put together an in-depth guide to getting started with freelancing 
that you'll want to read and another great foundational read about how 
to develop a pitching process that works for your type of business, is 


my freelancer's guide to cold emailing. 


Oh! And if you want to try out some of the websites where freelance 
clients are already looking for talented help, here's my list of the best 


freelance job sites. 


3. Online Courses 


Once you have a skill (or experience) that others also want to learn, it's 
relatively easy to package your best advice, strategies, tactics and 
tutorials into an online course where people can pay for access to 
accelerate their learning much quicker than they otherwise would going 


through the stumbling process of learning through trial and error. 


Last year alone, | generated over $20,000 from the launch of a premium 


online course about validating business ideas. 
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Payment of $129.00 from petr koutny - received a payment of $129.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboard: https://d: 713/17 
Payment of $699.00 from Complete Membership - received a payment of $699.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboa TINT 
Payment of $361.79 from Standard Membership - received a payment of $361.79. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboar TINT 


Payment of $97.00 from Fabio Calvelli - received a payment of $97.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboard: https://d: 6/18/17 


& Payment of $97.00 from PRADEEP BALAKRISHNAN - received a payment of $97.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dash 6/18/17 
B Payment of $120.78 from Standard Membership - received a payment of $120.78. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboar 6/17/17 
Payment of $99.00 from Standard Membership - received a payment of $99.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboard: 6/16/17 


Payment of $299.00 from Complete Membership - received a payment of $299.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboa 6/16/17 
Payment of $118.80 from Standard Membership - received a payment of $118.80. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboar 6/16/17 


Payment of $299.00 from Complete Membership - received a payment of $299.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboa 6/14/17 


Payment of $99.00 from Standard Membership - received a payment of $99.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboard: 6/5/17 
& Payment of $99.00 from Standard Membership - received a payment of $99.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboard: 5/31/17 
& Payment of $129.00 from Katie P Rixon - received a payment of $129.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboard: https: 5/29/17 


HEEE: 


2 Payment of $1.00 from Standard Membership - received a payment of $1.00. You can view the full details of this payment in your dashboard: hti 5/26/17 


What's great about online courses as a monetization path for your blog, 
is that you don't need a huge audience in order to start earning from 


course sales. 


Once you have even just a handful of readers on your blog, encourage 
them to interact with you—ask questions, offer free downloads, share 
advice and get them to either join your email list or to personally reach 


out and connect with you. 


Learn about their biggest challenges (as related to the broader topics 
covered on your blog). Pinpoint the ways you can uniquely help them by 


leaning on your own skills, knowledge, experience. 
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After you've determined the right way to help a handful of your readers 
solve a real problem they're encountering, pitch them (individually in a 
very personalized manner either over email or ideally on the phone) on 
pre-ordering your course and getting direct coaching from you in the 


meantime while you work on building out the actual course material. 


This'll do 2 key things for you: 


e First, asking people to actually give you their hard-earned money 
will validate that you're solving a real problem 


e Second, you'll get live test subjects to help build and curate your 
course content in real-time over the coming weeks—and your 
course can emerge as the result of lessons learned and tactics 
proven from your direct coaching time 


| highly recommend reading and following my idea validation 
framework where your focus remains on pre-selling your course to a 
small community of early adopters (or beta testers) and you interact with 
them one-on-one while building out, testing and refining your course 
material to make sure it does a good job of solving your reader's 


challenges. 
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This is the exact process I've followed to launch each of my online 
courses (some to very small audiences of just a few hundred people) 


and earn five-figures from every course launch over the years. 


Take your learning a bit further in my interview with Adda Birnir, founder 
of Skillcrush where she's built a series of online training courses that 
have reached more than 15,000 designers and developers over the past 


couple of years. 
4. Traditional Blog Advertisements (Joining Ad 
Networks) 


On my blog right now, you'll see a small advertisement in the right 


sidebar just below a little information about me... 
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LIN da WHILE? diiU Pal CUINE Clilrepreneur. | VUTIL 
my last side business to over $160,000 in 1 
year while working a full-time job, and I'll show 
you how to do it too. 


| 
SS sea 


rt a blog (this blog). © slack 


ng money from it on the side of my 


2elance writing business with clients All the tools your team 
f that, starting a blog has helped me needs in one place. 
i ; . Slack: Where work 
ynth and book interviews with some happens. 
ADS VIA CARBON 
d me to connect with and teach more 
I'm a member of a small ad network called , that partners 


with bloggers and pairs them up with ads from high-quality startups like 
Slack, Asana, Freshbooks, Monday, Upwork and others. | also have small 
ad placements from them throughout a few of my highest trafficked blog 


posts. 
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Even still, with around 300,000 monthly unique readers on my blog, | 
only earn about $1,000/mo from being a member of this ad network. 
Plenty of other ad networks offer marginally higher CPC (cost per click) 
and CPM (cost per 1,000 impressions) rates, but aren't as restricted in the 
types of brands & products that are allowed to advertise on my site—so 
I've chosen to take less in earnings in order to stick with the types of 


brands | want to promote on my site. 


Some of the other major ad networks to consider installing on your blog 


would be Google AdSense, BuySellAds, and Propeller Ads. 


All in all, traditional CPC or CPM advertising doesn't become very 
profitable (at least as a viable source of meaningful income) until you're 
driving close to a million monthly readers, so it's not a great 


monetization channel to focus on in the short-term. 


But if you figure out the right levers to start generating massive amounts 
of traffic, this is a very quick way to flip a switch and start monetizing 


your readership in a pinch. 
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Check out my interview with Grace and Silas Moser of Chasing Foxes, 
who regularly earn around $20,000/mo in income largely from ad 
networks. They've cracked the code to driving insane amounts of traffic 


from Pinterest very quickly, and offer up a lot of actionable advice. 


5. Podcast Sponsorships 


Another great way to start monetizing your blog is by launching a 
(simple) podcast for your readers... and use both your traffic & early 
listener statistics to go out and book sponsorships from brands that 


want to reach your type of readers & listeners. 


Here's the growth trajectory of my podcast over it's first year: 


Total Downloads alttime $ 
138,133 TOTAL DOWNLOADS 


Jun '17 Jul'17 Aug '17 Sep'17 Oct '17 Nov '17 Dec '17 Jan "18 Feb '18 Mar'18 Apr'18 May 


You can even combine podcast ad placement offers with sponsored blog 


posts on your site to sweeten the deal. 
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What | like most about podcasting is that it gives me an excuse to 
interview some of most interesting people in my industry, and 
depending on the niche you're blogging about, it may be relatively easy 
to start booking interviews with some of the figures you look up to in 


your space. 


When | launched my show, | already had about 100,000 monthly readers 
on my blog and 20,000 email subscribers to seed the early listenership 
numbers. That also helped me sell an early sponsorship slot for 10 
episodes to Freshbooks at $500/episode to help fund getting the show 
off the ground. 


That worked for me because of where my blog was already at—but when 
you're Starting out with less traction, | recommend getting a few 
episodes recorded and launching your show without trying to book a 


sponsorship in advance. 


Release a handful of episodes and ask any guests you've interviewed or 
mentioned to share with their communities. Those that tune in and like 
your show will subscribe and stick around. One of the best ways to reach 
more listeners and grow your download numbers is to be a guest on 


other (more established) podcasts in your space. 
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For much more on the mechanics behind launching a podcast with your 
blog, check out this episode on my show with Michael Sacca of 
Rocketship.fm, whose grown his show into a $10,000/mo source of side 
income while he still holds onto his day job in sales and marketing. It's a 


true masterclass in starting a podcast that you don't want to miss. 


6. Affiliate Programs 


Every month, | earn a good amount of passive income from the affiliate 
programs for bloggers that I'm a member of (sometimes in excess of 


$50,000+). 


For example, here's a screenshot of my blog income from just one 


affiliate program (Bluehost) for the first 5 months of the year. 
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pay period campaigns referring links payout history acquisition details 


payout nistory 


Period 

Ending Signups Adjustments Net Clicks Ratio Earnings Method Payment Date 

2019.05.15 46 25 121 2273 532% $17.270.00 § ACH 2019-07-01 
09:18:56 

2019.04.30 57 23 134 2578 520% $19,310.00 § ACH 2019-06-17 
09:24:31 

2019.04.15 79 26 153 3008 509%f $21970.00 J ACH 2019-06-03 
10:18:10 

2019.03.31 91 32 159 2670 596%ĵ $22950.00 § ACH 2019-05-16 
09:39:11 

2019.03.15 180 33 147 3.191 4.61% $21.170.00 § ACH 2019-05-01 
09:05:52 

2019.0228 163 18 145 2942 493% $20.800.00 § ACH 2019-04-16 
08:42:06 

2019.0215 176 23 153 3040 5.03% $21,960.00 J ACH 2019-04-01 
13:40:24 

2019.01.31 232 35 97 3608 546%į $28,340.00 J ACH 2019-03-18 
0836:23 

2019.0115 206 40 166 3906 425% § $23,670.00 J ACH 2019-03-01 
09:44:55 


Since starting my blog six years ago, affiliate income has gradually 
grown to become the largest revenue source for my business—and I've 
structured my blog to generate affiliate income because of how passive 
it is once you've done the (hard) work to find a sustainable traffic source 


for your content. 
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Here's how affiliate programs work: You get a special tracking link from 
the company you're an affiliate for. Then, you'll place that link within 
posts on your blog, emails to your blog subscribers, and weave it in 
elsewhere that you reach your readers. When someone clicks on that 
tracking link and completes a purchase, sign up (or occasionally another 


metric), then you earn either a set fee or percentage of that sale. 


You're getting compensated for referring new customers to your affiliate 


partners. 


Some of the biggest brands have affiliate programs. Think global 
companies like Amazon, all the way down to key players in specific 
niches like online education where brands like CreativeLive, Skillshare 
and Udemy have lucrative programs. Here's a snapshot of my recent 


earnings from just a couple of these programs: 


Your Top Merchants 


CreativeLive os ease $6,353.18 
1 59453 ArUMusic/Photography, Business, Education, Financial Commissions to Date GET LINKS 


FreshBooks e $960.00 
2 52946 Business, General Web Services Commissions to Date GET LINKS 


WP Engine 


3 41388 


Web Hostii i GET LINKS 
eb Hosting Commissions to Date 


You don't need to be a member of an affiliate network in order to start 


earning, either. 
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Take my friend Preston Lee over at the blog and community for 
freelancers, Millo, for example. A few months ago, he launched a new 
paid weekly email newsletter for freelancers that surfaces the best gigs 


of the week for them, called SolidGigs. 


Since | have a large proportion of freelancers in my audience, he offered 
to set me up as an affiliate where I'd earn a set fee for each new paid 
subscriber that signed up as a result of an email or clickthrough from my 
blog. The week | sent my first email out to my community about 
SolidGigs, nearly 100 people signed up to try it out. And that number's 
only continued to grow over the months, adding more to my recurring 


income that comes from this channel. 


The takeaway here is that you don't need to be confined to just the 
affiliate opportunities you find on the major networks like ShareASale, 


Rakuten, Flex Offers, Commission Junction and others. 


Once you've built even a small readership... if they're engaged and tuned 
in to what you have to say, that's ammo to go out and broker an affiliate 
deal with individual business owners, startups and brands that want to 


surface their products to your kind of audience. 
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For a LOT more on the subject of monetizing your blog with affiliate 


income, check out these guides on my blog: 


e 25+ Best Affiliate Programs for Bloggers in 2020 (to Earn Affiliate 
Income from Blogging) 


e 10 Ways Affiliate Marketing Can Completely Transform Your Blog 
(and Side Income) 


e How | Earn an Extra $1,000 a Month with Amazon Affiliate Marketing 
(+ the Tools | Use) 


Now, let's talk about going from starting a blog to generating income 


with physical products and software tools. 


7. Physical Products (eCommerce) and Software Tools 


Similar in concept to launching an online course to your blog audience, 
another great way to monetize your audience is by selling a physical 
product or software tool to the people in your community—especially if 
you'll be starting an eCommerce Store to sell products that are related to 


what your readers need. 


At the end of the day, this one all comes back down to solving the 


problems your blog readers have. 
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Take for example the story of Matt Nelson, creator of tl 


GETTING 2.5 MILLION 
FOLLOWERS AND 
EARNING $10,000/MO 
ON THE SIDE 


e E 


When he and I sat down for a podcast interview a couple of years ago, 
he'd just started to monetize his Twitter following of several million 
people who tuned into the daily barrage of cute dog photos he 


published alongside witty captions. 


Nelson's since grown his blog and social following into a massive 
commerce business selling everything from t-shirts, to mugs, hats, a 
card game, stickers, dog tags, socks, pillows and so much more. What's 
even more attractive about this business model, is that Nelson doesn't 


even need to stock his own product inventory. 
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He can use print-on-demand services to fulfill orders after they've been 
placed, and warehouse his goods in order fulfillment centers that stock 
and ship the more popular items so that he's not packing and shipping 


products out of his own garage. 


What once used to be a much more labor intensive business, 
eCommerce has become a great way to monetize an audience of readers 


on your blog. 


And on top of just selling to your own audience, you can leverage loyalty 
programs that incentivize customers to invite friends to purchase with 
offers like first-time customer discounts, free one-month trials, gifting 
programs and more. These channels create opportunities for amplifying 
your message and spreading your products through word-of-mouth 
marketing efforts that won't cost you anywhere near that of similar 


advertising fees. 


Here's a simple way to think about getting started with your own 


eCommerce efforts. 
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If you can build a relationship with 10 early readers and work with them 
to pinpoint a challenge you're interested in building a physical or digital 
product for, focus next on repeatedly solving that problem yourself, then 
develop a plan of action for how you can personally help those 10 
people solve that problem in their own unique situations as well. This'l| 


be very manually at first, but that's necessary. 


Next, ask these 10 readers to "pre-order" the product from you and work 
with them through a personal coaching regimen that you'll use to make 
Sure your eventual product has all the necessary features in order to 


successfully solve their challenge. 


At the end of this validation process, you'll emerge with a solution that's 


built on the foundation of genuinely helping your readers. 


Tune in to my interview with Hiten Shah, who's used his personal blog to 
connect with his target audience and release several profitable software 


tools as a result of the validation conversations he's had with them. 


8. Business Partnerships 
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Of all the ways to monetize your blog, this is the most unpredictable. 
Who knows who you'll meet as a result of building your blog? What 
about future guests on your podcast? The possibilities here for 


stumbling into partnership opportunities are endless. 


As a result of sticking with my blog for several years, I've been able to 


use it as a tool to meet some incredibly talented entrepreneurs. 


I've collaborated with my friend Jory (a writer and content marketer) that 
| met originally because of my blog, on growing a $10,000/mo content 
marketing agency together that we both still run as a side project to all 


of our other work. 


SMARTWP BESTPLUGINS BLOG ABOUT ( Monta weirs } 
wordpress tios & tricks 


Meet the Authors 


Ryan Robinson Andy Feliciotti 


Expert Blogger WordPress Developer 
ryrob.com drawne.com 
y y 
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I've launched new websites (like MoneyTalk and SmartWP) with other 


established bloggers who have similar audiences as my own. 


There's even a former podcast guest who's helping me build a software 


tool I've envisioned for years. 


It's true that there aren't as many ways to authentically engineer the 
creation of these types of partnerships, aside from growing your 
personal brand and the reach of your blog... and then being receptive to 
the creative people & ideas that come your way as others discover your 


blog. 


On the flip side, if there's someone in your space that you really want to 
collaborate and work with, strategize on a way you can add value to their 


business first. 


Build a community of people you know they'll want to reach too—and 
then start building a relationship with your influencer before pitching 


them on a collaboration idea. 


Want my Free Course: How to Start a Profitable Blog in 
7 Days? Click here to get it free 
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ý Alright! Almost every guide about how to start a blog stops long 


before this point. 


But, that's not helpful if you're here to build a dependable blog 


business... 


From here on out, I'm going to equip you with the tools (and proven 
Strategies) to go from just starting a blog—to building a true business 
around your blog—based on my experience growing this blog's income 


to well over $50,000/mo during many months. 


| recommend bookmarking this guide so you can come back to it 


regularly as your blog grows. 


Thanks for reading my tutorial about How to Start a 
Blog! Click here to see all of my blogging articles. 


Now, let's keep this blogging train moving. 
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6. Develop a successful long- 
term content strategy 


As | said already, most articles about how to start a blog stop at this 


point. 


But | think it’s important to not only explain howto get your blog up and 
running, but to also look at ways to grow it into something you're proud 
of (and something that can actually earn you a decent amount of 


income). 
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Over the past few years, I've grown my blog from a small side project to 


a profitable site that brings in millions of readers a year. 


And that wasn't by accident. I've been lucky enough to work for some 
fantastic companies and (get paid to) learn about the importance of 
having a content strategy for your blog. And I've successfully applied 


those same lessons to my own blog as well. 


Moreover, I've learned how to come up with winning blog post ideas that 


my audience loves to consume more of. 


First off, why have a content strategy when you start 
blogging? 

Creating a “content strategy” might sound like a complex, time- 
consuming, buzzword-laden process requiring an MBA and a keg filled 


with coffee. But it’s really not. 


A strategy is really just an actionable plan for all the things you've 


already figured out. 
If you know your niche and understand your why... 


If you know your ideal reader and what they're looking for... 
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If you know the value you want to give them and your unique angle... 


Then creating a content strategy is as easy as solving your readers most 


pressing challenges. 


Better yet, having a content strategy will help you when you're feeling 
unmotivated (more than just a motivational quote poster can ever 
accomplish), when you don’t know what to write about, or when you're 


thinking about giving up on your blog. 
Here's how to put a basic blog content strategy together: 


1. Define your goal for learning how to start a blog 


What do you want to achieve with your blog content? Is it to drive traffic 
and get readers? To get people to sign up for your email newsletter? To 


get them to download a book you wrote or some other resource? 


This goal might change as you start to build your blog, but it’s still 
important to know it early on. As prolific blogger and marketing guru 


Seth Godin explains: 


“You have the freedom to make these choices at the beginning when 
they're free, fast, and easy. Not later on when you've made 


commitments.” 
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Once you understand your bigger goal (i.e. why you chose to learn how 
to start a blog in the first place) we can start to define the mini-wins that 


will help you get there. 


2. Really get to know your readers (and where they 
hang out) 


Your readers determine whether or not your blog is successful. And to 
write for them, you need to really understand them—which is why it 
helps if you're also writing for yourself. This guarantees at least an 


audience of one. 


I'm a firm believer that who you write your blog posts for, is equally as 


important as what you write about. 


In a lot of cases, you're going to be your ideal reader, which makes this 
whole process easier. But in almost every case, it’s useful to do a bit of 
research around the audience you're writing for (heck, you might even 


learn something about yourself!) 


To start, you want to think about the demographics and psychographics 


of your ideal audience: 
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e Demographics: The quantitative traits of your readers. Think, age, 
gender, location, job title, etc... 


e Psychographics: The more “unmeasurable” traits like values, 
interests, attitude, and belief systems. 


Once you've written down these qualities, you can start to come up with 
an audience persona—a fictionalized version of your ideal reader. So, 
you might say that you're starting a cooking blog for Chad, a 30-40-year- 
old stay-at-home dad in Portland, Oregon who values organic 


ingredients and isn't too worried about food costs. 


Now, the next question is: Where does Chad hang out online? 


e Is he searching for recipes on Google or Pinterest? 


e Is he a heavy Facebook user or does he prefer niche community 
sites and forums? 


e Does he comment on other cooking sites or is he consuming 
content just to read? 


The goal of your blog is to create value for your Chad. 
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BUT... you can't do that until you know who your ideal reader is and 
where they spend their time. If you're not totally sure, it’s fine if you have 
more than one ideal reader. Its important to make sure that your 
personas aren't too broad (as your readers might not know that you're 


writing for them right away). 


3. Decide on your content pillars 


When it comes to actually deciding what you're going to write about, it’s 
good to have a few guiding topics that you refer back to. | like to call 
these content pillars as they’re the foundation that holds up the rest of 


your blog. 


Having a few Set pillars like this helps keep your blog focused. It also 
gives you a lens and a voice that you can write from. For example, if 


you're Starting a personal finance blog, your pillars might be: 
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Personal finance tips and tricks 


Interviews and stories from people who've found financial 
independence 


Your take on important financial industry news 


The basics of personal finance 


How to pay off your debt quickly 


Each of these pillars can have 10s if not 100s of blog posts to be written 
under them. But they also all work together to show that you're a 


thought leader in your niche. 


4. Map out the content you're going to create before 
you make a blog 

Before you launch your blog, you might want to have a bit of content 
already ready to go. This is optional, and | personally do this both ways 


with new blogs | launch, depending on many variables. 
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But if you have a decent sized audience on a social network that you 
plan on alerting once your blog launches, you never know if your first 
post might blow up and go viral. In that case, you'll want to have at least 


a game plan to engage the new readers you get. 


As Grace Moser of Chasing Foxes on the podcast recently: 


“I think it’s important to create a number of blog posts before you 
launch. We did 40 and put them all up on our site when we first 
launched. If you want to get lots of viewers right up front you need to 


create that content beforehand. People want instant gratification.” 


FROM SIDE HUSTLE TO 
MAKING $20,000/MO 


BLOGGING 
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Now, you don't have to go all-out like Grace did and write 40 pieces of 
content before you go live. It helped that she was working full-time on 
preparing to start a blog for several weeks leading up to their big launch 


day. 


Even just a post or two under each of your major content pillars is 
definitely enough, but if writing comes easily to you, it's ok to do a little 
more. Remember though, it’s always better to start small and grow 


consistently. 


You'll learn more about your audience, your process, and what works 


well as you write and publish more. 


And lastly, remember to have fun and be interesting. If you picked a 
niche that you care about, remember why you care about it. People want 


to hear your voice and your take on things. 
That's how your blog and your content will stand out in the end. 


The best content strategy and management tools to 
start a blog (the right way) 


Putting together a blog content strategy (and sticking to it) can be a bit 


daunting at first. 
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Luckily, there are tons of fantastic tools to help you stay organized, 


motivated, and on track. Here are a few of my favorites: 


e Trello (free) 


e Google Docs (free) & Google Calendar (free) 


e CoSchedule (paid) 


e Airtable (free limited with paid upgrades) 


e Content Development Pros (for finding great blog writers to scale 
your content) 


Personally, | prefer using a combination of Trello and Google Docs to 
manage my content pipeline. Trello because it's so visually appealing 
and easy to wrap my head around—but a Google Sheet is where | track 
much of the ongoing promotion work | do to make sure my articles rise 


in organic rankings. 


Here's what my Trello board for managing my blog content looks like: 
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Thought Essays and Fun Posts = Chosen & Awaiting Assignment = Writing (In-Progress) 

— — == 
“How to Build an Email List’ KWP to Why I'm choosing to fucking love Testimonial to add (Built to Blog) - (Update/Optimize) 25 Ways to Be 
Go After (ConvertKit Affiliate post) Alberto 


: ce] = i= 


— —z 
57 Entrepreneurs Share Morning Why you should never position 
yourself as a jack of all trades P z (Add to Justine Guest Post & 
o j a Optimize for KWP “Should | quit my 
Jjob?") --> 10 Signs You Know You're 
H Ready to Quit Your Day Job 
How I manage working remotely and o Onis = @ 
growing my side business 


@ , + Add another card 


101 Top Business Questions Critical thinking as your most 
Answered: Guide to Starting a precious resource (sure, time is a — 
N , but time spent on Testimonial to add (freelance contract) 


Critical thinking is the highest value = @1 
time spent) 
© @ + Add another card 


+ Add another card 


You can see there's various different columns, indicating the stage a post 
(or even page/post updates) is currently in. From ideas to chosen, in- 
progress, scheduled and published, | like Trello so much because | get a 
quick visual snapshot of my content pipeline without having to wade 


deep into a Google Sheet. 


After | decide an article is approved in my editorial process, it does make 


it's way into my Editorial Calendar Google Sheet, like so: 
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*ryrob.com Content Calendar (2018) + Ea Q | & snare | gy 
Ey File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools Add-ons Help asi edil was 8 days ago 
a =~ & PF 100% $s % o 0 123 Arial 10 BseosaA à B Z- łi-b- Y emg ry = A 2 
Title 
A a c o € 
BO m] DeserptonOutine we C 
65 Genius Ways to Make Extra Money Online (on the Side) in 2018. 
Goal of this will be eventually ranking in the top organic spot for (7] 


related search terms, and to make this an affiliate-crazy post as the 
way to monetize traffic (and insert Carbon Ads snippet after traffic 
bas a We'll primarily be going after "make money online” 
ry of "make extra money” as | see competiting 
panu rani saaren do ran irk for bot | have the “beginning” of a 
u can use as a iting poini 
tenho idot. google. comidocumenJabEctn INLOGWIwFSZhbRCL make money online / 
65 Genius Ways to Make Money Online (on the Side) in 2018 S2isyxtEgZnvS2tJyic/edit?usp=sharing make extra money 114,000 / 57,000 Yes hd 
Ultimate Guide: How to Start a Blog (for Free) in 2018. This is going to 
have to be a big, epic motherfucker. Let's knock this one out in chunks 
over a few months (section by section), so that eventually it's in the 
25k word range, includes TONS of screenshots of traffic, 
other bloggers, podcast episode embeds with bloggers like Grace, 
Michelle Schroeder, etc. Note: Need to go through all my key pages 
and remove links to other sites that compete on this topic (most on 


101 side business ideas post). This is going to take hundreds of links start a blog / 
10 Steps How to Start a Blog (and Make Money Blogging) in 2018 and probably 1-2yrs of promoting very heavily :) start blogging 180,000 Yes - 
4 23 Simple Ways to Save Money Fast (and Build Wealth) how to save money 40,000 Yes hed 
5 32 Best Ways to Drive Traffic to Your Website (increase Blog Traffic) Yes 7 
6  ConvertKit vs MailChimp vs AWeber: Best Email Marketing Tool for Entre spreneurs? Yes > ini 
7 35 Best CRMs for Startups and Small Businesses in 2018 Yes Int 
This one I'm totally up for your take on the step-by-step process you 
use to comoile a blog cost and I'll weave in mine too. I'm thinking 
+E Editorial Calendar (New Content) ~ | Key Posts to Update & Promote Keyword Research [+] Balma > 


From here, I'll take to the more granular management of writing up a 
description of my approach to tackling this topic, confirm my keyword 
research, and this is where l'Il spend time updating the status of the post 
even afterit's published (when | secure new backlinks from high 


authority sites or it gets some press pick up). 


Thanks for reading my ebook about How to Start a 
Blog! Click here to see all of my blogging guides. 
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7. Commit to a regular 
publishing schedule on your 
blog 


If you want readers to consistently come back to your blog, you need to 


give them a reason to. 
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Consistency is one of the least celebrated, yet most important aspects of 
Starting a successful blog (and one of the reasons you decided to learn 
how to start a blog in the first place, I'd imagine). Even more, research 


Supports this claim. 


There are a couple reasons why consistency is key. Writing consistently: 


]. Sets expectations with your readers: People know when to come back and 


check out your blog and will check in regularly for new content. 


2. Sets expectations with yourself: It can be easy to get out of the habit of 
publishing regularly if you miss a couple days. However, if you decide on and 
commit to a schedule, you Know when you have to publish. We all do better 


with a few deadlines in our lives. 


Not only this, but publishing consistently helps you test and understand 
what types of content work with your readers. As Grace Moser of 
Chasing Foxes shared with me during her interview, they grew their blog 
to millions of monthly readers by putting out 4-6 pieces of content a 


week for several months in a row before getting real traction: 


“Even if the majority of your posts don't go viral, the more you publish, 


the better the odds that one will send a lot of traffic your way.” 


Now, there’s a fine line to walk when you first start a blog and want to 


set a rigorous publishing schedule. 
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You might have a ton of ideas and enthusiasm, but over-committing is 
the easiest way to kill both of those. Instead, you should commit to the 
minimum amount you want to publish—say once or twice a week—and 


try to stick to that religiously. 


As author and blogger James Clear said in an interview on my podcast, 
“Sacrifice the scope, not the schedule.” If you can’t write a 1000-word 
post every week then write a 500-word post instead. Just make sure 


you're consistent. 


Perfectionism is a deadly killer when it comes to projects like this. So 


remember, done is better than perfect. 


This is where having a clear content calendar becomes so important. If 
you can spend a couple hours each month mapping out all the posts 
you want to write, you'll always know what you should be working on 
and when it’s due. This can be in a simple Google Doc like the one in my 
free blogging course, or by using a tool like Trello that lets you track 
posts through the whole process from idea to writing to published and 


promoting. 
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Just like when you're working out or investing money, the more 
consistent you are with investing time into your blog, the bigger returns 


you'll get. 


Oh, and side note—once you've started generating a decent amount of 
traffic to your blog, it'll be a smart long-term decision to move up your 
hosting plan to a managed WordPress hosting provider like Kinsta that 
have even more features (which is what | use now that I'm in the 
hundreds of thousands of monthly readers), especially when you're in 


need of speeding up your WordPress blog. 
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8. Use free photos and designs 
to make your blog posts stand 
out 


f £ 


7 
i Sa p 
Before you hit publish on your brand new blog posts, there's one last 


step you need to do. 
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Studies show that blog posts with images get 94% more views than 
those without. And when it comes to posts getting shared on social 
media, tweets with photos get 150% more retweets that those without 


one, while Facebook posts with images get 2.3X more engagement. 


Simply adding a few visual elements can almost double the amount of 


views and significantly expand the shares a post gets. 


In fact, including high-quality images was one of the main things that 
former celebrity chef and founder of What’s Gaby Cooking? Gaby Dalkin 


says made her blog explode in popularity: 


“It wasn't until I hired two of my best friends—who happened to be a 
food photographer and food stylist—that my blog really took off. 
Because people eat with their eyes. And it allowed me to focus on what I 
love to do, which is developing recipes and engage with my readers.” 
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HOW TO START A 
FOOD BLOG (ON THE 
SIDE) AND GROW A 


COMMUNITY 


RN 
YV 


Now, its pretty unrealistic to think that you're going to hire a 


professional photographer to work on your new blog. 


And that's totally fine (hint: | don't either)! There are some incredible free 
blog photo and design resources you can use to enhance your posts, 
even if you're not very design-minded at all. You can even just use 
product screenshots throughout your content, depending upon the 
subject matter—take for example my recent article about the best CRMs 


r small business. 


Free blog photo resources 


One of the easiest ways to add some design elements to your blog posts 


is with images. 


While the words “stock photography” might make you think of cheesy 
photos of awkward people in a fake office with their thumbs up... in 
recent years, there have been a number of much higher quality sites pop 
up that offer incredible photography that’s completely free to use for 


your blog. 


Here’s a few of my personal favorites: 


1. Unsplash 
Unsplash B 
fo] Photos for everyone 


Unsplash 


Beautiful, free photos. 
Gifted by the world's most generous community of photographers. 


Trending searches: business, computer, nature, love, house 


O Basecamp 


Photo of the Day by Esther Jiao 


Unsplash is probably the best online resource of completely free-to-use, 
user-uploaded photos for your blog. Every photo that makes it onto 
Unsplash is curated by their team to make sure it’s high quality, meaning 


you're not sifting through terrible photos to find the one you're after. 


Under the Unsplash license, you don't even have to attribute the 
photographer (however, they recommend you do!) Making it the easiest 


option for free blog photography. 


2. 
DEATH TO STOCK WHAT'S PREMIUM? 


RUNG DIFFERENT, SOMETHING UNIQUE. SC 


If you’re looking for something a bit more exclusive and are willing to 


spend a bit of money, Death To Stock sends you a curated collection of 
free images you can use on your blog each week. Or, for $12/month you 


can get access to the 2,000+ professional photos on their Premium site. 


3. 


pixabay Explore ~ Sign u 


Pixabay - Stunning Free Images 


Over 1.4 million royalty free stock photos and videos shared by our generous community. 


Q 


Popular images: love, wallpaper, morning, music, flowers, nature, car Free photo by Kanenori 


If you're after quantity over quality, Pixabay has a collection of 1.4 million 
photos, videos, illustrations and vector graphics you can use for free. 
Many of these are from other free stock photo sites and the quality isn’t 
as curated as the other two | mentioned, but it’s still a good option if you 


want to spend some time scrolling. 


Other great free blog photo resources worth 
mentioning 


e Wikimedia Commons: 21+ million photos and images from 
throughout history that are now in the public domain and free to 
use. 

e New Old Stock: Vintage photos from public archives. Lots of cool 


options depending on your niche and design style. 


° f Pix: Awesome free-to-use photos donated by an advertising 
agency in Montreal, Canada. 


Free blog design resources 


Along with stock photos, there are a ton of great design resources out 
there that can elevate the design of your posts. And you don’t need a 
deep understanding of Photoshop or even a creative bone in your body 


to use them. Here's a few of my favorites: 


1. Canva for social media images and quotes 


Easily create beautiful 
designs + documents 


Use Canva's drag-and-drop feature and professional 
layouts to design consistently stunning graphics. 


Sa | 


Canva is an incredible free design tool that’s been around since 2012. It’s 
got drag and drop templates for pretty much any design element you'd 
need for your blog, from social media posts for Pinterest, Twitter, and 


Facebook to custom quotes. 


Basic usage is free and you get access to a ton of design resources, 


logos, and photos. 


2. Visme for infographics and presentations 


ucation 


Speak Loudly. Speak Visually. 


jing presentations, infographics and other visual conten 


il T >. | 

Like Canva, Visme is a free online tool that lets you make custom designs 
for your blog. After quickly signing up, you'll be able to choose from 
hundreds of templates for blog graphics, infographics, social posts, and 


more. 


3. Noun Project for design icons 
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Icons for everything 


Over a milon curated icons, created by a global community 


Q Search for anything 
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If you've got design chops and want to do a bit of work yourself, there’s 
no better place for icons that Noun Project. With over 1 million+ royalty- 


free icons, it’s a fantastic resource for blog icons. 


Other great design resources to start a blog on the 
right foot: 
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e Subtle Patterns: Basic blog backgrounds and patterns made by the 
freelance marketplace TopTal 


e PicMonkey: An online photo editor with a fun smartphone app for 
editing personal photos 


e Pixlr: More advanced online photo editing (for people who are 
comfortable with tools like Photoshop) 


Thanks for reading my guide about How to Start a Blog! 
Click here to read all of my blogging content. 
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How to Start a Blog in 2020: Final 
Takeaways for New Bloggers 


What this all boils down to is being excited and engaging with your new 


blog. 


If you want people to read what you’re writing, you need to give them a 


reason to. 


Write exciting content, connect with people in the space, and 


enthusiastically share what you're working on. 

The traffic, monetization and everything else will follow. 
Wow. | know. 

We got through a lot here. 


| wrote this guide to learning how to start a blog because launching a 
blog has been one of the most empowering, life-changing decisions I've 


made in my life. 
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And | hope that by now you feel confident enough to go out there are 


Start a blog of your own. 


I'd love to have you in my free 7-day course that'll teach you my proven 
step-by-step process to launching a blog in just 1 week and in the 
course, we also dive deep even further into topics like driving traffic, my 


personal writing process, monetizing your blog and more. 


You can sign up (for free) and join thousands of bloggers I've helped to 


get their sites off the ground and earning right here... 


Want my Free Course: How to Start a Profitable Blog in 
7 Days? Click here to get it free 
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To sum things up. When you're looking to learn 


how to start a blog, you need to: 


e Pick your blog's name 


Get your blog online (web hosting) 


e Design your blog with a free WordPress theme 


e Write your first blog post 


e Promote your blog and make money 


e Develop a successful long-term content strategy 


e Commit to a regular publishing schedule on your blog 


Use free photos and designs to make your blog posts stand out 


That's it! 
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How to Start a Blog FAQs 
(Frequently Asked Questions) 
People Also Ask 


| get dozens of questions every day from readers (like you), who are 
learning how to start a blog for the first time. Here are my answers to the 
most common beginner blogging questions people also ask when 


learning how to start a blog. 


What is a blog? 


A blog is a regularly updated website where new content is frequently 
published, typically written in an informal or conversational style—often 
with the goal of attracting readers and achieving some sort of goal, 
whether community-building or growing a business. For more, check out 


my full guide: What is a Blog? How a Blog is Different Than a Website. 


Can you start a blog for free in 2020? 


If you're just getting into learning how to start a blog, you might be 


worried about the cost of building and hosting your own blog. 
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Luckily, today that isn’t much of an issue. There are tons of ways you can 
get started blogging today (in half an hour or less) that are absolutely 


free. 


Free blogging platforms like Medium, Tumblr and Blogger are awesome 
resources for testing things out. And these options are great... /fyour 


blog is a hobby. 


However, if you're looking to build a business out of your blog or make 
money blogging, | would highly recommend some of the paid (yet still 
very affordable) options like Bluehost that we covered in this step-by- 
Step tutorial. If you're on the fence about whether to use a free or paid 
hosting provider to get started... here’s why you should consider (an 


affordable) paid hosting provider: 


e When you go with free, you'll have a lack of control over how your 
blog looks and acts. 


e Most free services have limits on monetization. 

e Switching or upgrading to a better service eventually is a hassle. 
e There's a lack of support if something goes wrong. 

e There's a lack of support if something goes wrong. 


e Free blog hosting services can disappear overnight. 
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All of this is to say that you should think about your plan and what you 

want from your blog before you get started. While it's perfectly fine (and 
easy) to learn how to start a blog for free, sometimes a little investment 
in yourself up front can go a very long way toward paving a future that's 


much more lucrative. 


How do you start a blog for free? 


If you want to start a blog for free, you're in luck! There are tons of ways 
you Can get started blogging today (in half an hour or less) that are 
absolutely free. Free blogging platforms like Medium, Tumblr and 
Blogger are great places to start a blog for free and begin practicing at 
building your writing skills—especially if your blog is meant to be a 
hobby. Just head over to one of those sites, set up a free account, and 


you'll be blogging in a matter of just a few minutes. 


Over the long-term however, if your blogging goal is to generate an 
income from blogging, or eventually build a business around your blog, 
choosing to start a blog with one of the many affordable hosting 
platforms like my personal favorite, Bluehost, or alternatives like 
Dreamhost or HostGator will afford you many more options for 
customization, your own dedicated domain name (like yourblog.com), 
and the guarantee of hands on help & support with any technical 


challenges you face over the months and years to come with your blog. 
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Disclosure: Please note that when you purchase hosting using my 
Bluehost discount link, they compensate me, which helps me make this 
ultimate guide to starting a blog free of charge to you. Know that | also 
use Bluehost hosting, and | would never recommend a product, tool or 


service | don't personally use & advocate for 


How much does it cost to start a blog in 2020? 


Depending upon your goals and the type of blog you want to start, it 
costs around $34.50 to $65.40 (minimum) to start a blog in 2020 and 
cover your first year of expenses if you're only spending money on 

hosting—and doing all of your own content writing, utilizing organic 


promotion efforts and otherwise keeping to a very tight budget. 


If you need to factor in buying a computer, phone or other hardware into 
your equation for how much it! cost to start a blog—then that can add 
anywhere from $200 to $2,600 in one-time purchases depending upon 
the brand of computer (Windows vs Apple) and features (MacBook vs 
MacBook Pro) you decide upon. Plus, there are a lot more variables to 
consider when it comes to how much it costs to start a blog, depending 


upon the kind of blogger you want to be: 
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e Hobby Bloggers (blogging solely for fun or as a creative outlet) 


e Side Hustle Bloggers (blogging on the side of your day job to slowly 
build a business) 


e Full-Time Bloggers (blogging as a full-time business) 


If you're just getting started and want to keep your new blog on a tight 
budget, you'll have a different threshold for costs compared to someone 
who's running a blog that already generates a little income when it 
makes sense to upgrade into more premium expenses like the best web 


hosting, better plugins, themes or more robust email marketing tools. 
e How Much it Costs to Start a Hobby Blog: $34.50 
e How Much it Costs to Start a Side Hustle Blog: $65.40 


e How Much it Costs to Start a Full-Time Blog: $941.40 


Here's a graphic that also illustrates how much it costs to start a blog 


this year. 
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HOW MUCH DOES IT COST 
TO START A BLOG IN 2020? 


HOBBY BLOGGER | SIDE HUSTLE BLOGGER | FULL-TIME BLOGGER 
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TRAVELLING 


$34.50 $65.40 $941.40 


E https://www.ryrob.com/costs ; 


And if you want an even more in-depth analysis, read through my 
and deciding which costs you should spring 


for as you grow your blog. 


Do bloggers get paid? 

Yes, most bloggers get paid somehow. Bloggers get paid through a 
variety of different monetization paths. Some of the best ways to get 
paid from blogging include affiliate promotions, display advertising, 


Sponsored content, freelance opportunities, sales of your own physical 
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or digital products, and many of the other ways | talk about in this guide 


(above) when it comes to making money blogging. 


Some bloggers, depending upon the niche they operate in, will instead 
choose to get paid from their sponsors in the form of free trips, free 


products, trades or other forms of non-monetary compensation. 


How do bloggers get paid? 


Becoming a blogger, and actually getting paid for it are two very different 
things. While it’s a very realistic goal to start a blog and expect to begin 
getting paid from various different monetization methods you can 
implement within as little as a few months of work, the reality is that 


most bloggers don't ever earn a life-changing income from their blogs. 


In order to become a blogger, all you need to do is publish your first 

blog post—either on a free blogging platform or through your own self- 
hosted blog (what | recommend). Boom. That's it. Welcome to the world 
of blogging. Now when it comes to actually getting paid from your blog, 


there are a ton of options. 
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From joining display ad networks, to getting sponsored posts from 
companies that want to reach your readers, affiliate promotions, landing 
freelance or consulting gigs, teaching online courses, selling physical 
products, building software tools and more, there are many different 
ways to get paid from blogging. | break down my 8 favorite ways to 


monetize your blog here in this guide. 


How much do bloggers make? 


The amount of income bloggers make can vary widely. While the 
majority of bloggers earn very little (think less than $1,000 per year), 
especially in the very early days of blogging—as your website traffic 
grows, you'll have many more opportunities to monetize your blog and 
begin earning much more from it. Today, | make anywhere from $20,000 
to $60,000 per month from my blog—which makes for a nice cushion of 


extra savings for me. 


In total over the past few years, I've made between $150,000 and 
$500,000 per year as a blogger (part-time). My blogging income can vary 
quite a bit depending upon the number of sponsorships I’m running, 
how well certain posts are doing as far as driving traffic and affiliate 
income, the number of students joining my paid online courses, how 


many freelance clients | accept, and several other variables. 
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While most bloggers won't typically make this much money from their 
blogs each year, there are plenty of bloggers earning much, much more 
than me—some well into the several hundreds of thousands of dollars 
each month. Moreover, l'm living proof that it’s possible to start a blog 
from scratch and begin making money from it within as little as a few 
months. Building a profitable blog is all about creating winning habits, 
deliberately building your readership and finding win-win ways to 


monetize with them. 


How do beginner blogs make money? 


Beginner blogs make money from a variety of sources that don’t require 
a large number of readers, like landing freelance or consulting clients, 
getting opportunities to be a paid speaker if you're experienced in your 
industry, one-on-one coaching, teaching in-person or online courses, 
Selling physical or digital products, and if you're able to quickly generate 
readers for your blog—that creates more monetization opportunities 
through things like sponsored content, affiliate promotions, selling your 
advice to readers, and more. Many of these blogging courses dive even 


deeper into monetizing your blog. 


How much time does it take to start making money 
from blogging? 
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You can make money from blogging in as little as 1 month if you're 
talking about the first time you earn anything from your blog. However, if 
you're talking about getting to a more significant level of income (or 
repeatable streams of income), 3 to 6 months is a much more realistic 
time frame if you're able to allocate a sizable amount of time to growing 


your blog. 


There's certainly a long-tail effect though, where the longer you stick with 
blogging (1, 2, 3+ years), the more content you'll have published on your 
blog, the more authority your site will have, the more readers who will 
be coming by and thus the more you should earn. For context, six years 
into blogging, I'm now earning $50,000/mo during some months from 


my blog. 


Moreover, the time to making money from your blog varies a lot based 
on many different factors like the topics you're writing about, whether 
you have an existing audience somewhere (or are starting from scratch), 
how much time you're able to allocate to writing and promoting your 
blog content, if you have any relationships with more established 
bloggers, brands or websites that can help accelerate your progress by 
letting you guest post, which ways you choose to start monetizing your 
blog (see my section about monetization above) because some are much 


easier/quicker than others, how well you're able to implement your 
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monetization strategy, and many other variables. 


How do | start a personal blog? 


The first step to starting a personal blog is choosing whether you want to 
use a free blogging platform like Medium, Tumblr and Blogger (that all 
come with limitations) if you're blogging as a hobby, or if you want to 
Start a personal blog with the eventual goal of earning an income from 
your blog by using a self-hosted WordPress install and ultra affordable 
hosting at less than $3.00/month from a company like Bluehost—the 


latter of which is how my personal blog here is operated. 


Personally, | recommend going the route of a self-hosted WordPress 
blog, because you'll be able to own your own domain name, control 
everything about the design and branding of your blog and have way 
more flexibility in terms of making money from your blog (which | cover 


at length in this guide right here). 


How do you start a blog for beginners? 


Starting a blog for beginners is easy, we're breaking it down in ten simple 
(quick) steps here in this guide, and in less than ten minutes you should 
be able to get your blog started and live on the Internet, even as a total 


beginner. Get started at the top of the guide here. 
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How do | create a personal blog for free? 


You can create a personal blog for free on several different platforms, 
including Medium, Tumblr and Blogger, which are all great places to 


practice writing if your blog is designed to be a hobby or just for fun. 


Now, if on the other hand you're looking to make money from your blog, 
you'll want to go with a self-hosted WordPress powered blog, with 
extremely affordable hosting (as little as $3.00/mo) from a company like 
Bluehost. Why? While you can definitely create a personal blog for free 
with one of the sites | mentioned above, you'll be very limited in your 
options. You'll be stuck with prominent branding from the free blogging 
platform you choose, you'll miss out on the opportunity to own your own 
domain name (like yourblog.com), and many of the more passive 
monetization channels for making money from your blog are likely to be 


somewhat restricted on free platforms. 


When you start a blog using the steps I've outlined in this guide, you'll 
own your website—and have unlimited control over every decision you 
make with it. So if your goal is to build a business and make money 
blogging, your only smart option is to choose a self-hosted WordPress 
powered blog (like mine here) and affordable hosting from a dependable 


company like Bluehost. 
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How do you start a free blog and make money? 


The best way to start a free blog and make money, is to choose a simple 
free blogging platform like Medium, Tumblr or Blogger, and create a 
quick profile for yourself. You can relatively quickly make money from 
your free blog by building a reputation for yourself as an expert within 


your industry. 


Commit to writing regularly, engaging with others in your niche, 
networking to build relationships, and position yourself as either a 
consultant for hire, paid event speaker, parlay your free blog into a book 
deal, or use your new reputation to become a coach, teacher or advisor 


to others who want to learn from you. 


Is blogging still relevant in 2020? 


Oh yes. Blogging is more relevant in 2020, than ever before. Today, my 
blog earns me anywhere from $20,000 to $60,000/mo in income. That's 
pretty damn relevant if you ask me, and millions of other bloggers are 
building businesses on the backs of first starting a blog and learning 


how to monetize their audience. 
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Whether you're learning how to make a blog on the side of your full-time 
job—with hopes to grow it into a profitable business one day—or you've 
got some other goal in mind, blogging is one of the absolute best ways 


to build an audience. 


And if you can create an audience of people who are tuning into your 
regular content, then you've got the foundation for building a real 
business by serving those people with either your own products and 
services or by recommending other products and services (while 


collecting an affiliate fee for that referral). 


Why should | start a blog? 6 good reasons you should 
start a blog (and 4 reasons not to) 


If you're considering starting a blog, here are six good reasons why you 


should get started today: 
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e Good Reason #1: You'd love to write about a particular topic (and 
eventually get paid) 


e Good Reason #2: You want to build an online business for yourself 


e Good Reason #3: You're looking to build your personal brand 


e Good Reason #4: You want to make a difference in the lives of 
others (a blog can be your platform) 


e Good Reason #5: You'd like a new (profitable) hobby to explore 


e Good Reason #6: You enjoy learning new things 


If one or more of these motivations above ring true to your feelings 
about blogging—then you should without a doubt give it a try to see if 


it's right for you. 


On the other hand, there are also some reasons notto Start a blog. If 
your goals, ambitions and motivations are misplaced from the start, then 
it'll be extremely difficult for you to create a blog and get enough traction 


with it to continue building your site over the coming months and years. 
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If you primarily identify as having one of these below motivations for 
Starting a blog, I'd reconsider whether or not a blog will actually be your 


best vehicle for achieving these goals: 
e Bad Reason #1: You want to make money fast 
e Bad Reason #2: You want to write (only) about your life 
e Bad Reason #3: You read a lot of blogs and it looks pretty fun 


e Bad Reason #4: You want to get free products and comped trips 


There are other ways to achieve the goal of making money. You can use 
a free platform like Instagram or Medium to write about your life for 
friends and family. Don't rush into blogging thinking there won't be 
some Serious challenges along the way (it'll take at least 3 to 6 months 
for you to start earning from your blog). Building an Instagram following 
will be a faster (and easier) path to just getting free products and 


Sponsored trips than blogging. 


How do | determine how much demand there is for the 
topics | want to blog about? 


How to Start a Blog in 2020: 8 Easy Steps to Start Blogging (Free) 


176 


How to Start a Blog in 2020 (and Make Money): 


Free Easy Guide to Start Blogging Today 


Before diving into determining demand, let's cover an important term: 
Estimated Monthly Search Volume (MSV). This is an estimate you can get 
from a free or paid keyword research tool like SEMrush, Wordstream, 
Ahrefs and KWFinder, that'll give you their estimate of how many 
searches are done on the keyword phrases you run through the tool. 


That's pretty straight-forward. 


Determining a level of demand there is for a given set of keyword 
phrases, on the other hand, is much more subjective and open to 
interpretation—but | have a free tool | put together to help you check 
search demand, called the Niche Demand Checker you can grab in my 


free course right here. 


And here's my ultimate guide on how to do keyword research to create 


an intelligent content strategy. 


If you ask 100 different experienced bloggers, you'll get 100 different 
answers. Here are the ranges that | personally use to determine the level 
of demand a keyword phrase has when I run it through a keyword 


research tool: 
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e Very Low (< 1,000) 


e Low (1,001 - 2,000) 


e Medium (2,001 - 5,000) 


High (5001 - 10,000) 


e Very High (10,000+) 


Keep in mind, we're talking about the number of monthly searches here, 
and in the context of how much search demand there is in a given niche 
topic area—which is a great place to begin when you're learning how to 


Start a blog. 


Eventually as your blog grows and you have a regular flow of new 
readers, you'll be able to go after keyword phrases that get well into the 
tens or hundreds of thousands of monthly searches (even millions), but 
here we're talking about taking on keyword phrases in a niche topic area 
that you'll be able to realistically rank your content well with—that still 


has a decent level of search demand. 
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The niche I chose to learn how to start a blog in is 
crowded. How do | stand out? 


By being different in some small way! There’s always an opportunity to 
make your blog stand out within a niche of any industry, regardless how 
much competition there is today. Let's take the example of travel 
blogging. While there are more competitors in this space, you also 
typically have a much higher demand for more content than in many 
other industries—and proven demand is a very good thing when it 


comes to starting a blog. 


There are literally countless trip destinations around the world, and 
travelers are always in need of helpful content when it comes to 
planning trips. Just because others cover the same destinations, doesn't 


mean you can't do it too—and still find your readers. 


However, in order to truly stand out in your niche, you need to think 
about ways to differentiate yourself and your blog content. Examples of 


differentiation could be things like: 
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e High quality location-based photos 


Taking the point of view of a “locals guide” to each city 
e Having in-depth written content that goes beyond what others write 
e Shooting video footage of the best sights you need to see 


e Documenting your journey behind the scenes on Instagram, 


Don't let the fact that there are competitors stop you from choosing to 
Start a blog on a topic you're in love with. If anything, this is an 
opportunity to gather inspiration from what you see working well for 
competitors, adapt it to fit your own style, strengths, interests and 


continue building your own unique style to blogging over time. 


How do | get readers to come to my blog? 


I've written a lot about how to get readers to come to your blog in my 
epic guide on how to drive traffic to your website. The best ways to get 
readers to come to your blog include first and foremost creating share- 
worthy content that people will actually want to read. After that, you 


need to nail your on-page SEO, begin guest posting on other blogs and 
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websites that have an existing pool of readers who may be interested in 
what you have to say, sharing on social media, engaging in relevant 
online communities, being interviewed on podcasts, launching a 
YouTube channel, hosting webinars, speaking at conferences, getting on 


local television and more that | break down here. 


What is WordPress? 


WordPress is a simple blogging platform started in 2003 to help 
publishers, bloggers and businesses quickly build, publish and maintain 
websites without having to hire a technical team to do it, but WordPress 
has since transformed into much more. For more, check out my full 
guide: What is WordPress? The Difference Between WordPress.org and 


WordPress.com. 


Is WordPress free? 


Yes! To be clear, there are two different versions of WordPress out there. 
What most bloggers use, the WordPress.org version, serves as a 100% 
free CMS (content management system) that powers the majority of 
websites on the internet. It's what | use as the backend CMS to power my 
blog here, and | couldn't recommend it more highly because of how 


widely customizable it is—and the fact that it’s completely free. 
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Now, the other version of WordPress, is what you'll find at 
WordPress.com. While this service is owned and operated by the same 
parent company that maintains the free version of WordPress, the .com 
version is how the parent company generates revenue with their blog 
hosting plans (this is how they can afford to keep the .org version of 
WordPress free for all of us bloggers out there). From WordPress.com, 
you Can actually start a blog for free too—but as we covered earlier in 
this guide, it'll come pre-loaded with WordPress branding built-in and 
your blog will live on a subdomain like yourblog.wordpress.com instead 


of your own custom domain like yourblog.com. 


How do | log into WordPress once I’m logged out? 


You can always login to your WordPress by going to yourblog.com/wp- 
admin. (Just swap out the “yourb/og" part for your actual website’s URL of 


course). 


If you can’t remember your login information or need to reset your 
password, first search your email inbox for the welcome emails you 
received right after originally setting up your blog. Check your spam 


folder just in case, too. 
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Those emails will have two important sets of login information: Your 
WordPress login, which is the “backend” CMS you'll go to when you want 
to write blog posts and manage just about everything related to the look, 
feel and functionality of your blog. Those emails will also contain your 
Bluehost login credentials, where you'll go to manage your hosting plan, 


settings, and keep your billing information up-to-date. 


Now, if you're not able to find those two emails, you'll need to reset your 
password. In WordPress, you can reset your password by clicking the, 
“Lost your password?’ link right below the login fields on your 
WordPress login page (the yourblog.com/wp-admin one). You can reset 


your Bluehost password right here. 


Whew! Alright, that’s a lot of questions— but if you have anymore please 


make sure to visit my blog ryrob.com for more information. © 
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Ryan Robinson is a full-time blogger, podcaster and side 
project aficionado. Join me on ryrob.com to learn how to 
start a blog, make money blogging and grow a profitable 
side business. | also write for publications like Fast 
Company, Forbes, Entrepreneur, Inc, Business Insider and 
more. Let’s chat on Twitter about business and side 
projects. 


